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&. e ter 2 ian Apobey, &c. 


HE Author of the 2 0 intitled the 
| Chriftian Apology did by no means pro- 


it would meet with univerſal aſſent or 


| approbation. As it tended to overthrow thoſe 
eee which would enable infidelity to 


wage eternal war againſt the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, he could not hope for any degree of 


candor, or even mercy from open or ſecret infi- 


| dels. As little could he promiſe himſelf. the fa- 
vourable attention of many, at leaſt, of thoſe 


profeſſed defenders of this goſpel, who could not 
but ſee that if this plan of the Chriſtian 


were admitted, all that rhetorical, pleading 


theology was in danger of being deſpiſed and — 8 


at nought, which is fo well calculated for pro- 


curing to divines the ſoothing character, in 
which, by the eagerneſs of ſome to obtain it, 
and the profound deference which is paid to it, 
one would think the whole merit of their pro- 
feſſion were centered, the ſoothing character of | 


ingen, lively writers. 
The gloomy proſpect, however, of the re- 


ception which this attempt was likely to meet 
with, could be no diſcouragement to one b 8 
A” 


miſe himſelf that what was offered in 


Sap + 


had no reputation to loſe as a writer, nor was 
in the leaſt ambitious of gaining one; and who, 
if he had been poſſeſſed of this reputation in the 
higheſt degree, would with joy have ſacrificed it 
to the cauſe he had undertaken to recommend, 
the cauſe of ſcripture- authority, in oppoſition to 
the ſtill-renewed aſſaults of infidelity; which 
the author is ſtill convinced might long ago 

have been effectually repelled, if Chriſtian wri- 
ters had not joined iſſue with them upon a mul- - 
titude of previous topical and abſtract queſtions, 
concerning I know not what imagined reaſon 
and fitneſs of things, which naturally ſupply 
matter for endleſs diſputation ; nothing being 
more eaſy than'to advance, and wrangle 1n ſup- 
port of, plauſible arguments, (grounded upon 
our ignorance of God's ſecret counſels, 'or of 
ſome unknown circumftance in the nature of 
things, or of ſome paſt event partially revealed 
to us,) againſt the wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, 
expeazency, fitneſs of a variety of the acts and 
commands of God recorded in the holy ſcrip- 
tures. 

Towards the beginning of the laſt century, 
the ſcience of theology ſeemeth to have ſtood 
upon it's proper and ſtedfaſt foundation. It was 
then the praiſe of divines, that being convinced 
of the truth of the bible by it's credentials, 'of 
miracles wrought and prophecies fulfilled, they 
were, like Apollos, m1 2 in the ſeriptures, and 
were able, from a diligent and affiduous reading 
of the word, ( comparing ſpiritual things with 


| ora ) to aſcertain i it's genuine GET and 
- to 


man. Such attempts, I ſay, and ſuch « conceſ- 

fions they would have beheld with concern and 
pity, . perſwaded that the juſt meaſure of reaſon- 
able and unreaſonable can only be had from a 


fark 


to declare to the. people the whole, counſel « 
| God contained in it. And it was this noble plan 


of theological diſquiſition that produced thoſe 
N volumes, which one may venture to 


oretell, will outlive that flood of metaphyſical | 
ſubtilty which hath of late years overwhelmed 


them: The volumes I mean, of Jewel, and 
Fackſen, and Andrews, and Reynolds, and Hall, 


and Taylor. Men who exerted themſelves in 


the ſtrenuous recommendation of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, becauſe they were perſwaded that it 15 


the power of God unto ſalvation 10 every one that 


believeth, and who recommended it to the ſe- 
rious attention of mankind by their lives Mill 
more than by their writings. But theſe glorious 


defenders of Chriſtianity would have pitied, in- 
ſtead of abetting, the attempts of — writers, 


who. undertake, with the ballow line of hu- 


- man, conjecture, (the true name of reaſon par- 
tially informed) to fathom the deep things of God, 


and who concede: to. infidels, that nothing is to 


be received, even upon the authority of mira, 
cles, atteſted with angular firength of evidence, 


as a revelation from God, which cannot, in all 
it's branches and articles be made appear, at 
leaſt not inconſiſtent with the conceptions of 


full and compleat view of all the main circum- 
ſtances which attend the fact in queſtion; ſince 
even in human affairs one perſon, who hath 


A 2 been 


T4) 


been admitted behind the curtain, ſhall early - 
and rationally juſtify tranſactions, which, to 4 
wiſer man, who is ignorant of the ſprings, and 

motives, and procedure of them, ſhall appear to 
be downright madneſs and folly. 

They would therefore by no means have con- 
Prod: as Dr. Prideaux, Dr. Clarke, Dr. Rogers, 


and indeed a cloud of modern divines have con- 


ſented, that the matter of doctrines atteſted 
miracles ſhould be examined, before the preten 
ed revelation be admitted as coming from God; 
not becauſe they were diſpoſed to admit any 
thing as coming from God which is abſurd and 
unreaſonable, but becauſe a fact aſſerted in ſcrip- 
ture, (the fall of man, for inſtance) may ſeem 
abſurd and unreaſonable to human reaſon! not 
fully informed of all the facts and circumſtan- 
ces of it, which to the ſame human reaſon ac. 
quainted with all the merits of this cauſe, might 
appear in the higheſt degree juſt, and good, and 
fit, and reaſonable, and neceflary, and worthy 
of God; and muſt therefore be preſumed to be 
| ſo, upon the —_— of mneßes ap er to 
in confirmation f it 
The not attending to this diſtinction, and 
( through neglect of it) admitting the deciſive- 
neſs of reaſon alike upon ſubjects partially 
known, and fully known, ſeemeth to have leq | 
modern divines into that labyrinth of metaphy- | 
ſical reaſoning, in which many judicious per- 
ſons agree with the author of the CHiſtian = 
y, that it is impoſſible for them to gain ground 
1 2 85 infidelity; while the ſum of their endea- 
vours 


ty 


vours to juſtify (as they, without heſitation, u „ un- 
a dertake) "+ 
; To ig the wins of God th-man*; Fe 
Can at beſt amount to no more than this, that the 
reaſons which they offer in juſtification of God's 
ways, may poſſibly be the very reaſons by which 
the Almighty. was guided in the tranſaction un- 
der debate. But as theſe advocates can alledge 
no authority for aſſerting that Theſe were hrs very 
reaſons, it is not likely, nor is it, indeed, rea- 
ſonable to expect, that the infidel will acquieſce 
in them, however firmly they may ſtand upon 
their hypotheſis. On the contrary, while he * 
maineth unchecked by a deciſtve authority, he 
will demand a hearing in his turn, at the bar of 
topical reaſoning ; and by laying down his own 
ſuppoſitions, which he hath the ſame right to 
do as the Chriſtian advocate, will readily, by the 
help of a little ingenious refinement,  overpoiſe 
the pleadings of his adverſary, and give to his 
own tide. of the queſtion the appearance of 
plauſible. The debate will then, if it proceed, 
become a reſt of wit, a meer rhetorical conteſt, 
and may extend to the filling of many volumes, 
without once touching upon the (unknown) 
ſtreſs of the queſtion; as wide, on both fides, - 
3 perhaps, of truth and fag, as if an Ariſtotelian 
1 and a Carteſian philoſopher were engaged in 
_ _ diſputation, to determine whether ſome 
certain effect in nature is to be aſcribed to the 
action of a ah lantial form, or of the materia 


fuvtilis. 5 


2 Milton. 2. OUS 5 
While 


SIS 3 1 
While the champions for G have 
been thus engaged in it's defence, and by ſuch 
method of defence, have admitted that it can- 
not be proved by it's miracles. to be a divine re- 
velation, nleſi Chriſtians can evince that the na- 
ture, ends and purpoſes of it are conformable, 
at leaſt not inconſiſtent with certain ſuppoſed 
natural notions of religion and morality ; 3. the 
well-wiſhers to infidelity. have, with no. ſmall 
pleaſure, beheld the Chriſtian cauſe undertaken 
upon a plan upon which they ſaw it could not 
be defended, fo as 7 render thoſe inexeuſable who 
ſhould rejeft it. They began to flatter themſelves 
that the truth or falſehood of it is a proble- 
cc matical queſtion, about which the learned can- 
<« not agree; ſince tho it's doctrines have indeed . 
« the ſuffrage of miracles, yet miracles, may 
e poſſibly, even by the conceſſion of Chriſtians 
e themſelves, be the work of evil ſpirits, and 
* therefore do not begin to be of weight to. 
< prove, the divine origin of. the Chriſtian diſ- 
« penſation, until certain previous points ſhall 
ebe adjuſted :” which, if ingenious. infidels. 
go on exerting their rhetorical talents againſt. 
. thoſe of Chriſtian advocates, will never be ad- 
juſted. | 11 
"How. . —— the weight, an = 3 and | 
efficacy of the word of God became weakened 
by placing it's authenticity upon this footing, 
will eaſily be ſeen, if we conſider, that not only 
the fitneſs and reaſonableneſs. of the plan of our. 
redemption and of all the facts appended to it, 


but 165 that of N * of the goſpel be- 
came, 


4X 


"i Fa — 
0 ; «2 -F 4 : 
S _ ” 2 
1 


came, by this means, triable at the bar of hu- 
man reaſon. Partially acquainted as ſhe is with | 
the mary. wy as . and 8A and i 


Wweeprst it ecco to his own realon, that is, 
| his own fancy or opinion. TIM'S 
Thus if our bleſſed erich Kath inflituted 
the facrament of the holy euchariſt, as a mean 
whereby we are to receive the body and blood 
of Chriſt as a principle of life, and ſtrength. 
and refreſhment to our ſouls, a reaſoner 
tending to have examined this inſtitution by the 
principles of ſound undenſtanding and [oy wn 
ſenſe, will preſently tell us that it is 
abſurd and ra? th to reaſon to pe ik that 
3 _ this ordinance can act upon us as machines, or 
any otherwiſe than by recalling to our minds the 
: rational motives to love and thankfulneſs and o- 
bedience to God; and fo, will induce his fol- 
_ lowers to give up all expectation of that life- 
giving communion with Chriſt, which he in- 
tended by this {ſacrament to ge to his faith- 
_F ful R 
* Thus alſo if our bleſſed Saviour hath id — 
any man will come after me, 2 
Fei and take up bis craſs daily, and follow me :* 
| | it will be eaſy for a man to flatter himſelf that 
. he is at liberty, notwithſtanding this call, to in- 
IAulge himſelf, and ſhun his daily croſs. He 
"Bp urge that it is abſurd to ſuppoſe this fer 
MW Luke 9.23. 


cept 


— 


£81 


cept was meant to extend beyond the firſt. age 


of the church, or, if it be of univerſal extent, 
yet reaſon and fitneſs forbid us to underſtand it in 

5 s auſtere ſenſe ; becauſe he conceiveth it not to 

be conſiſtent with the ſtate and nature of ſocie- 


| fy, or becauſe it would be charging God with 


inconſiſtency to ſuppoſe him to caution us a- 
gainſt the enjoyment of thoſe good things which, 
he will tell us, it is evident from the copſtitu- 
tion of nature, were created for our free uſe 
and 3 By this ſtrain of plauſible reaſon- 
ing he will alſo ſet aſide all thoſe ſolemn warn- 


ings, that we be not conformed to this world; 


that :f any man love the world and the things of 


tt, the love of the father is not in him; that the 


boaftful pomp of hfe is not of the father © — &c. 


| Reaſon, I ſay, not overruled by the authority 
of ſcripture, nor by the account there given of 


the change introduced into the world and man's 8 
nature by his fall, might plauſibly harangue a- 


gainſt theſe precepts and cautions of the goſ- 
pel, nor would the defenders of it upon the 
principle here oppoſed, find it eaſy to put her 
to ſilence — if, indeed, they ſhould ſtand out a- 


gainſt her arguments. Some there are who have 


not ſtood out, but taking their ideas of moral 
virtue and vice, not from the ſcriptures, but 


from the preſent ſtate of man and nature, and 


the meaſures of them from the tendency of ac- 
n to gt or ne the temporal inte- . 


a Nom. 12. 2. b 17090 3. by 1 5 © Ada 


. Big — V. 16. 


reſts 


ES 


| reſts of civil ſociety and of it's individuals, * ans 
erected: that ſyſtem of faſhionable Chriſtianity 


whole. true picture the reader will find 1 in the 


Christian Apology. * 


Thus this new method of 4 this taking 
off the truth of the goſpel from it's firm foun- 
dation of miracles, to reſt it upon the unſtable 
one of abſtract reaſoning hath in a great mea- 


ſure fruſtrated the important end and purpoſe 


of this wonderful diſpenſation... A new ſcene be- 


| 57 thus opened for wit and invention, divines 


parts and ability have been too ſtrongly tempt- 
ed to preſs in, 55 450 & puluerem, into the field 
which was moſt filled with obſerving ann. 


where glory and promotion were held forth, 


tec prizes of ingenions ſubtilty, (as fanciful, per- 
haps, tho not ſo. unfaſhionable, as that of Scotus 


and Aquinas) and uncommon. quotations- addu- 


ced with pomp and parade, to confirm the truth 
of — The ord 1 already eſtabliſned by 
miracles wrought, and — fulfilled! The 
ay ict tho' abundantly, more important province 

of practical divinity became, in the mean time, 
almoſt wholly deſolated; and theology, the 
queen of the practical, ſeemed now converted 


into one of the ſpeculative, ſciences; a view in 
which we have lately ſeen it ſeriouſly conſidered 


from the preſs, Addreſſes. on the authority of 


* 1 * 1 F 


a It is nel —— that Lune, of —— the aka W 


cetk that they hall not inherit the kingdom of God, 7 de- 


fended their crimes upon this plan, alledging that hey n 
no one's property, or had the conſent of the Nene 5 
3 2d edit. e Abe s. 5. 


„„ Prog.” 


DR | 


[ 10 J 
ſriptare to the hearts and conſciences of men 
were ſmiled at as well- meant, unfaſhionable 
things, recommended by nos new obſervations 
or diſcoveries ; and, in an age in which divines 
ſeemed to be as much exerciſed in the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity as in any later age of the church, 
the practice of it's precepts remarkably declined. 
A defection from the ordinances of the church 
of Chriſt became every day more and more vi- 
fible and extenſive, and it was even pfetended' 
that the ſpirit of religion hath no dependance 
upon them, nay, that they ſerve rather to check 
and ſmother, than to advance it. Faith in the 
Son of God who gave himſelf for us, which, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, is the life of a true Chrift- - 
ian, was either depreſſed to ſignify a meer aſſent 
to certain facts, or, taken in it's ſcripture ſenſe, 
was given up as a principle which human rea- 
ſon can give no account of, and therefore muſt 
diſcard as viſionary and enthuſiaſtical. Ina 
word, inſtead of the Hfe-infuing, purifying g 
principle of Chriſt's holy religion, a religion of 
reaſon had begun to be aſſerted, pretending, in- 
| deed, to accommodate itſelf to his bleſſed word, 
but, in effect, accommodating this word, in e- 
very doctrine and article of i it, to the vain, raſh, 
alf-formed judgments of the human under- | 
ſtanding: and, no longer confining itſelf to the 
taſk for which the Berzans are commended, the 
ſearching the ferifpures to know whether things be 


a Gal. 2.20. 'b John 6. 63. To no £57 70 Corman 
a ent 06 ep AA) = % an nag Gan %. 
fo ; 


ing avalleth, to inforce the practice of it, in V T ; 
ineffectual ſallies upon 2nfidels, while their lead- 


1 


%; but claiming a right to 8 how * they | 


| coincide with I know not what common no- 


tions or principles of natural religion, which 


principles tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe: to be ever fo 


clear and. evident, yet their coincidence or re- 


} 
/ 


ſ 


pugnancy with the facts and doctrines of the 


bible can never evidently appear, until the things 
of God ſhall be, what they cannot be unleſs he 


ſhall reveal them, compleatly known. 


It was from a ſtrictly attentive ſurvey of this 


ſtate of religion amongſt us, that the author of 
the Chriſtian Apolpgy was induced to preach and 


print his ſermon, that he might cantribute his 


ſmall ſhare towards checking that ſceptical ſpirit 


which, in his opinion, is fapping the founda- 


tions of religion, whilſt it pretendeth to ſtrength- 


en them; and which hath engaged the gen 
men, who are beſt able, at leaſt as far as phie 
A 


er, the grand enemy of mankind, is left to ra- 


vage the citadel, the heart, almoſt without con- 


troul. 


The text a” St. Peter hich was. nc 


upon this occaſion to be illuſtrated and enforced, 
was by no means, as the author of the ſermon 


. humbly conceiveth, unſuitable to his deſign, not 


only as it favoureth, if he have rightly inter- 
preted it, his opinion concerning the true de- 
fence of Chriſtianity, but alſo as it had been 


violently preſſed into the ſervice of the cauſe 
which he thought it his duty to * 


a See Uſe of R. p. 35. ; 38 
nz - He 


Tn) 


He hath endeavoured to ** that the Apolo- 
which St. Peter in that text commandeth us, 


to be ready always to offer to every one that 


with meekneſs and reverence requeſteth of us a 
converſation: or diſcourſe concerging, (not a rea- 
of ) the foundation of our Chriſtian hope, 


that this Apology, J ſay, is a ſetting before the 
enquirer à detail of facts, with their plain, fimple, 


immediate evidence. Such a diſcourſe as St. Pe- 
ter, being meekly and reverently, requeſted by 

Cornelius, made, as we read it, in the Toll 
chapter of the Acts; and ſuch as St. Paul (be- 
ing permitted amAoyerdzy vp tors) maketh in 


ſeveral chapters of the ſame book. And the au- 


thor may flatter himſelf that' his interpretation 
of this paſſage is ſatisfactory to the learned, fince 
though two attacks have been made on the ſer- 
mon from the preſs, one of them hath not at- 
tempted, and the other hath offered nothing 
that availeth, to invalidate it. 

The Rev. Mr. Ralph Heathcote, in a pam- 
phlet entitled The Uſe of Reaſon afſerted in Mat- 


ters of Religion, hath theſe words on the ſubject 


of the criticiſm before us, © Dr. Patten affirms 
« that [the words] Ae meg. Ts eAmides do not fig- 


« nify what the tranſlators of the bible underſtood 
i TEA to figmfy, a reafon of our hope, but only a 


ce diſcourſe concerning it; so THAT when a Chrift- 


ian is aſked upon what foundation his hope is butht, 
ce he is to give no anſwer at all, but only to ſet forth 
«.qubat his hope ts. . This he calls the We Chriſtian 
* Apology, and has made it the Mn of a — 


n ern 3 a 4 


Tal 


_ «/oprove it ſo.*” Upon which falſe repreſentation 


he triumphantly exclaimeth * that every man of 
« common ſenſe muſt diſcern at once, that the 
« religions of Mahomet and Confucius if they 
„were ten times as abſurd as they are, might 
<« both be defended upon the fame foundation: 
« for the diſciples of each would have nothing 
« more to do but to declare and ſet forth the 
ce ſyſtems of their reſpective maſters, and adhere 
« with firmneſs and obſtinacy to them. 

The citation given above from the 5th page 
of the ſermon, will immediately ſhew the un- 


_ fairneſs of this repreſentation ; nay, Mr. Heath- 
Cate himſelf will ſhew it, who, ſumming up the 
amount of Dr. P's ſermon, maketh one of the 
particulars of it to be, That the true and proper 
foundation of the goſpel is the miracles it records, 


becauſe miracles are facts, and facts the only | ſure] 


ground of all cur reaſonings ; upon which account 


we ſhould always IN OUR DISPUTES with un- 


bel evers content ourſelves with inſſting upon the 
_ miracles alone. © Let the candid reader deter- 
mine, whether he, by whom it is aſſerted that a 


ſermon recommendeth reaſoning and diſputing 


with infidels by the allegation of miracles, can, 


with any ſenſe or conſiſtency affirm, that the 


writer hath, in that ſermon made it his bufineſs to 


« That when a Chriſtian is aſked upon 

_ oat foundation his hope is built, HE IS TO 
« GIVE NO ANSWER AT ALL.” 

An occaſion will hereafter occur, of account- 


ing for this inconſiſtency of Mr. H's repreſen- 


* FF. n 
| tations 
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tations in this caſe; when, for his comfort, he 


will be- acquitted of the charge of diſhoneſty 
which might ſeem on this account to lie __ | 
him. 


The other writer, ts calleth himſelf a mem- 
ber of the Univerſity, hath indeed offered ſeveral 


_ obſervations -in abatement of our e 


of this paſſage of St. Peter. 
Fan — — that the word æcrei is: malle by | 
Mintert to — not only to requeſt, but alſo 
pojiuls, ad ſudicem provace &c. We may anſwer, 
that the Chriſlian Apology hath no where confi- 


ned this word to any particular mode of aſking. 


The word is uſed in ancient authors to ſignify 


either a modeſt requeſt, or an arrogant demand: 
all that the ſermon aſſerteth is, that arev vero 


rg ro- u obs 1 is: 10 wont 07 th mann and 


„„ c OS i i I ET lt 4 
2. He accuſeth die Ghr i/tian Avoloyy of Tn | 
ing referred the words pers wo. x; . to c- 

reyri at the diſtance of ſeven words interpoſed. 
The Gentleman did not perhaps obſerve that, ac- 
cording to his own and the common way, of 
referring the words - pers wp. x þ. to the 
word eres, there will be an interpoſition of 


_ Fourteen words; a ſuſpenſion of the ſenſe which, 


as this interpoſition i is not parenthetical, is hard- 
ly to be paralleled in any creditable proſe-wri- 


ter, antient or modern; at the ſame time that 


the conſtruction of the words as repreſented | in 
the Chri/tzan Apology, is eaſy and natural. 

. He alledgeth that in the goth verſe of the 

J gi chapter of the Alls, the word Aves _ | 
et 


8 FS x 


truſted: us. Thus in the eaſe before us, 
town; clerk was chargel with the praver of © keep- 


[75] 


eth that very ſenſe which the Chriſſiun Apology 


aſſerteth it never to bear in the New Teftament, 


viz. the internal, iber en: e or 1 . 


thing. 

a to this os Fas be 1b, chat 
amore; Nen, the phraſe uſed in this 40th verſe, 
conſtantly and abe importeth the laying 


the ſtate of ſome tranſaction or courſe of tranſ- 


actions before a ſuperior or conſtituent; -when 
he calleth upon us to give up our itt fp 
to ſhew how we have en 


the power:or the talents with which he Hhath ! in- 


ing peace and good order in Epheſus; and Was 


therefore ſollicitous to appeaſe a tumult "which 
he could not juſtify, geſcdencs amg arrias,” chere be-. 


ing no cauſe of it, which, if he were called u 


on by his ſuperiors, he could ſet in ballance for 


exonerating his charge of the power committed to 
his.traſt; which he had ſuffered do be inftinged 
and diminiſhed. 5 WEN Leh” 


So again, All r are naked ys open is ibe 
eyes , him wee ov nin o Nj,—ͤ  [amdworduc} of 
that ſupreme judge to whom we muſt give up 
our accounts; before whom all the tranſactions 


of our lives mult be laid open, that it may be 


ſeen. whether we have diſpoſed of thoſ&7alents 
which he hath committed to our fievward/hrp;” 
for his honour and ſervice, or have indolently 
wrapped them in a napkin, or e ſquan- 
dered them away upon our luſts. 
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ſertion of the Chr; 5 


4 
We have another appoſite illuſtration of this 
juſt ſenſe of the phraſe, in the parable of the un- 
faithful ſteward, * who when accuſed to his lord 
that he had waſted his goods, is thus called u 
on: Ho is it that I hear this of thee? 


< Ae vg onerouias* I require thee to give up 
< the accounts of this ſtewardſhip,” His lord 


doth not require him to defend his villainy, nor 


to aſſign the grounds and reaſons of it; he Know- 
eth him to be —— and hath reſolved that he 
ſhall be no longer ſteward. 

Thus much may ſuffice to eſtabliſh-the a. 
Apology which this Gentle- 
man hath attempted to overthrow; viz. that in 
the New Teſtament — word Neyo NEVER Hgni- 
erb a reaſon in the ſenſe aulich that wurd beareth 
in the bible-tranſlation of this verſe of St. Peter; 
tho' the candid reader will obſerve, that hag" 


ever might be the ſignification of the word v 


in other contexts, yet the main aſſertion of the 
Chriſtian Apology would ſtill remain unſhaken, 
viz. that Ne II EPI Tys £ATides can amy ſigniſy a 


diſcourſe CONCERNING hope; 4 reaſon concern. 


ing hope being an expreſſion which 15 2 nor 


ö language can admit. 


There is nothing ele in this pamphlet which | 


beareth againſt «= Chriſtian Apology or it's au- 


thor, beſides groſs, low-bred railing ; and for this 
the Gentleman hath this author's hearty and ſin- 
cere forgiveneſs, and would deſerve, if unchriſ- 
tian rancour could deſerve, his thanks, as his 


name is, on this occaſion, * * two * 


2. 
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5 thers, in company with whom he ecemeth it 
an a to be vilified, as he is perſwaded that 


neither the community, nor the Univerſity, nor 


the church of England can boaſt of two more 
t bene gs exemplary, blameleſs members. 


Loet us then proceed, 1ſt to illuſtrate and 
nit what 0 hath 3 7. va 


the ſeripture-plan of the Chriſtian Apology ; 


2. To examine the arguments which he hath 
alledged ; in oppoſition to the doctrine contained 


| in the ſermon. - | ah FE HEX 


. The C82 ele) confiflecs; as ach 
leon aſſerted, in apts forth, after the example 


"of St. Peter and St. Paul and other original apo- 


the plain meſſage and declarations of 
God, the doctrines and proceedings recorded in 
the bible; and appealing for their divine origin, 
to thoſe very miracles to which theſe teachers 


0. 8 as Le that God had ſent 


them. 
Thus when Moſes, the "ITO of God 8 
firſt written diſpenſation, is ſent by Jehovah to 


the Ifraclites, we read that he delivered: his di- 


vine. meſſage by Aaron's mouth, who, as he had 


been before inſtructed, « caſt down his rod be- 


< fore them, and it became a ſerpent; and he 
« put, forth his hand, - and caught it by the tail, 
et and it became a rod in his hand. And he 
<< put his hand into his boſom, and when he 

oo it out behold it was eprous, as ſhow. - 


| t * And he put. his hand into his boſom” again, 


and. plucked- it out of his boſomz and behold 
4 1 was turned in as his fleſh. ; And he took 
dow C „ 


[387 


« of the water of the river, nad ks it upon 
ee the dry land, and the water which he took 
« out of the river became blood upon the hes 
land. See Exod. 4:1—9. and v. 28, 30. T 7 
were the miracles. 4 were ie by 
God's command, as the credentials of Moſes 21 
Aaron to the children of Mracl. Let us now 
enquire what effect theſe ſigns had upon the 
minds of that people, when 2 elders, .who 
were the only eye-witneſſes of them, reported 
them Exod. 4. 29. We read in 314 verſe of this 
chapter — And the people believed; and when t 
heard that the Lord had wifited the children of 1 
rael and looked on their Affuction, then they bowed 
their heads, and wor ſbippe d. Upon the confir- 
mation of theſe miracles, which they did not fee, 
they yet believed the promiſes of God, ſet forth 
in the 34 chapter of this book of R. We 
read 5 no demur made by any ſingle Iſraelite 
crying out, in the language * the infidel- Ira, 
* If God would make windows in beaven might this 
thing be; or alledging that theſe miracles might 
be the work of evil ſpirits, or be impoſtures, 
and therefore propoſing to enquire,” by abſtract : 
ratiocination, whether this meſſage were not in- 
_ conſiſtent with common: ſenſe, with common 
notions, with the meaſures of probability, with 
the reaſons of things, with fitneſs, with any 
manifeſt truths, natural or moral, with his no- 
tions of the divine attributes, with the pure and 
clear deductions of reaſon in the firſt and ſimple}! 
| principles of all marality and religion. No. The 
21. 2. b b Uſe of Regfon, p. 11, 12. 5 
| To proba- 


by the people on the decifive authority 
they were pitched 


to much becauſe the e ithet only 
_ exclude. the epithet brf, as becauſe God ha 
not thought fitting to 


19] 


Pakitality; fimeſs, e: expediency &. of the con- 
tents of the divine ce was acknowledged 
of the 
miracles themſelves. And no wonder; ſeeing 


upon for deciſive (as every 
one at keaſt-who calleth himſelf a believer muſt 


acknowledge) by Jehovah himſelf. And upon 
the ſame authority of miracles related, did num- 


berg of the faithful among this people admit all 
the laws and revelations: which were afterwards 


communicated to them, without falling almoſt 


into Atheiſm thro a want of diſcerning the (un- 
diſcernible becauſe anrevealed) grounds and rea- 
ſons of them which might 155 the Deity from 


[che imputation of] arbitrarineſs, caprice, or fan- 


"humour, * They obeyed theſe laws impli- 


cetaly, as the efficacioùs diſcip line of God for pu- 


rifying their hearts, and rendering: them meet to 
be be partakers of the Redeemer's attonement, tho 


_ they could not. ſee, nor ever demanded to lee 


8 


the preciſe grounds and ſpiritual operation of 
each of them. Nor muſt we by any means al- 
low. to Mr. H. that divines have juſtly ſuppoſed a 
2 bt explication of the grounds and reaſons of re 


welatzon to. be the! beſt and only means of recom- 


mending it to the world; which is denied, not 
will. neceſfarl ly 


indulge to mankind ſuch 
an inſight into his ſecret counſels, as is requiſite 
r explaining the grounds and reaſons of his re- 
Lelatien. Every article, without doubt, of his 


2 P. 61. b Uſe of R. p. 60. 
C42 ſoverad 
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ſeveral diſpenſations is built upon ene infl- 
nitely wiſe and good, but where God hath: been 
filent concerning them, there, to undertake the 
full diſplay of them is at beſt an ill-judged- act 
of piety. However therefore © the excellent 
ce Spencer, and Maimonides, and the learned Dr. 
* Warburton may have diſcovered great reading 
e and abilities in their endeavours to explain and 
< illuſtrate the Moſaic ritual and diſpenſation, 
ce with a view of vindicating the ways of God to 
« man,” it is by no means true that al have. a- 
greed that the undertaking was rational and well- 
grounded. The refult of ſuch attempts can, at 
beſt, riſe no higher than to the title of probable 
conjeffure, which will maintain it's reputation 


only fo long, till ſome more learned or more 


plauſible writer ſhall ingeniouſly advance A dif- 


ferent hypotheſis. 


Let thoſe commands, then, and . of 
God whoſe grounds and reaſons he hath not, 
himſelf, explained, nor directed us to explain, 
Dy an evident analogy, * be received: with the 

licit obedience and reverence. of faith; and 
let the reader judge whether the amount of this 
doctrine be, what Mr. H. hath repreſented it, 
That' tho God hath ſpoken to his creatures, and in 
an e re eM. manner too, yet they muſt: not 
dare to pay fo much attention 10 Him as id under- 
Jr" at . 198 8 I A8 if it it were necella- | 


"\ | Y 1 


2 Us of R, „ 

b As in the caſe of many types in the lay of Myer, and i in 
the hiſtory of the Old Teltament.” F449 

e Uſer of R. Þ. 62, | 
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ry to our underſtanding any command or decla- 
ration of God, that we ſhould clearly ſee the 
grounds and reaſons upon which it is founded 
Enough is it for us to be affured, as his good- . 
neſs hath aſſured us, of the general tendency of 
all his ordinances, to the ſpiritual Inprovernent 
of thoſe to whom they are propoſed; the pecu- 
liar adaptedneſs of the medicine to the caſe of 
the patients, and it's preciſe mode of operation, 


it is not needful nor perhaps in our Page” ſtate 
poſlible for us to be informed of. 4585 


It hath appeared, from a plain repraſentation 5 


of facts recorded in the book of Exodus, that 
the firſt of the written revelations of God was, 
by his command, inforced wholly upon the cre- 
dentials of miracles; and how they who acknow- 
ledge the truth of this revelation can confiſtent- 
ly think it neceſſary to examine it by any other 
teſt than that which he un by 7 er it is 
not eaſy to ſax. 
Let us enquire in the next place, on whit 
Selinger; the meſſenger of God's ſecond revela- 
tion undertook to eſtabliſh the eint of his 
commiſſion. 
And here we ud that our bleſſed Siviohr 
hath all along appealed to miracles and Prophe- 
cn (which are, indeed, in their completion, a 
erg of miracles) as bearing witneſs that he is 
ent from God, Search, faith he, the ſcriptures 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and "hey 
are they which teſtify of me. * Again, The wor 
that T ao in my Father's name, they bear we 
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< havens pr the word with ſigns 


hath ventured to aſſert, tha 


— 


dation of miracles 


vine, and do altogethe TACT 
ſpeculations, all reaſonings 4 priori concerning 


2.4 e Mark 16. 20. 


. w od. OE — ABER ore tr Rte 
* 


ka 


of me. Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father's 0 h or elſe believe me for the very 
work's ſake; * If ye believe not me, believe the 


| works, that - ye may know'and believe that the Fa- 


ther ix in nc and I in him. And the fame 
power of working miracles by which our blefl- 


ed Saviour aſcertained the divinity of his miſ- 
ſion, was, for the ſame purpoſe, according to 


bis: promiſe, en to his followers. 
«God: bore-them witneſs both with ſigns and 


_ < onders, and with divers miracles and g iy 


<« of the holy Ghoſt.. He <« worked with th 
following". | 


y then, to the declarations and pro- 


# — of 'Mofes and Jefus Chriſt, and St. Pier, 


and St. Pau, the author: of the C 10 4 ology 


gion, ſo. far as it is ep to thewn- | 
derſtanding, (for Another prontiple” muſt recom- 
mend it to the heart) ſtandeth upon the foun- 
wrought and prophe cies ful- 
filled; Which, when plainly al upon the 
war hs of the hiſtorkes of the/ old and Wo Tel. 
tament, de demand an implicit aſſent to the 
doctrines they are adduced to confirm for di- 
r ſaperſede all abſtr; 


= 


fitneſs, probability, grounds and reaſons, ot con- 
cerning the correſpondence of the doctrines with 
common notions, or the nr of 4 1 
ſed natural religion. 8 
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This he hath aſſerted, - not becauſe he judg- 
eth it right to admit any propoſition as true, | 
upon any authority whatſoever, which is really 
and manifeſtly contrary to fitneſs or common 
ſenſe, nor becauſe human reaſon is blind ur : 


_ powerleſs; this the author hath never 
ed, but hath, on the contrary, allowed that rea- 
ſon is ſufficiently qualified, in certain circum- 
ſtances, for the diſcovery of truth; under which 
_ circumſtances her concluſions will and muſt be 
irrefragably true : but he hath aſſerted it be- 
cauſe in all reaſonings concerning fitneſai wife 
dom, juſtice, goodneſs of any ſappole; ptoge. 
dure of God, human reaſon is nece weak 
from the want of proper data, however ſtrong 
within it's pi 
be weak if it ſhould :: en 
kin dom of heaven. 5 ar 5 2 4019 
this 7 rovince, Red ws ate wan 
8 not having e | 
withal, is compelled | to have recourſe to ĩmagi 
nation and conjecture, and to proceed u n 
certain ſuppoſed nature of things, to which the 
truth night perhaps, if the could get an inſight 
into yet hidden facit and realities of nature,” be 
found ether diſconformable. Some circum- 


1 ht, in this caſe, diſcover itſelf, which 


pra fin utterly overthrow the plauſible reaſoning 
Which had r utter ee 
of that circumſtance. - 5 4 T1 
Ibis obſervation rightly a attended to- may 
ferve compendiouſly to ſet afide the Whole train 
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n reaſoning, .} Ho * VE 4 cogent, — 
a Key 


the mediate. or immediate. teſtimony 6 of | 5 gen 
ſes; . extraordinars iy, by mediate or 
mediate communication from God.?.; +, TI 


. 7  Mediate ! 18 that of eye-wit , in 128 - 


of our own ſenſes. 


b Moſes knew certain facts by — 0 


God, we know the ſame facts by by mbar communication From 
the 


God, i. e. by the 8 9 — 


e e 


cher muſt be ſettled," before che external can 
begin to operate; nor will the great abilities of 


. 
the mediate teſtjmony of ſenſe, or extreading- 85 


rily by mediate communication from God, the 
ſcience of "theology will be -profitably-confined 


to the divine code- itſelf, and ſuch Karping 2s 


tendetll IVY the true meaning of it. All 
a rt bible — bee 2nquir bank be ute it'is 


e bas inplicitly e. 
* braced,” Wo half century win again” be mf 
away in ſtating how 


men ache with Bis ſcriptures in their Hands, 
would mi ghtily conui nee, be loſt in thoſ - 
cps ainſt infidels, which vainly, How- 
| have rene Pitta | 


to — ho — — inſtitutions not 
warranted web his word; at che F 
of che eg ak reaſon -which- 
actions of their next 'neigh| Gur 


then be pretended to be known of dive things, 


but what God hath thought fit to mate known, 
and all the taſk. of his miniſters will be their 
genuine taſk, of ſetting before the people his 


: /tatutes and. pate: namces, and — 1 


ing * to e do en, | 
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R diſtant, the uct part of the citation be- 


1 wich not, powers, he tops that this « 
Girable point will ile g 
preſent of e in religion Pre- 
vaileth, While reputation and promotion ęon- 
tinue to be the rewards of ingenious Fubtilty, 
and while a conſiderable number remain 1 
ſtudies have, been chiefſy bent on metaphyſical 
theology, it muſt be expected that an attempt 
to recall the clergy to the apoſtle's 7 of 


preaching, will, by many, be received Wich that 


ſcorn and, contempt which was.thrown > 
preaching of Chriſt, crucified by the be 
Gree bs in the days of St. Paw, and theref 
genuine Chriſtian 3 will with moſt appear- 
ance of ſucceſs be pg tos the — — 
generuttan. irt S112 Fo lch 19 219} whit 801 psd 0 
For their fakes, let vs dw proceed to vindi- 
cate the ſermon nich inculcateth the princt- 
snow ſet before the reader, from 0 m. dhe e 11 
ele of Mr. Ralob "Heathcote. r Clo gf 
My general complaint againſt Bim ie tharhe 
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| is, 05 l the writers 1 ever looked into , "the 


- unfair and diſingenuous. The Chritiau | 
Apology: hath advanced no poſition Wihent a 
reaſon aſſigned for it. Mr. H. het "he. —— 
made juſt citations hath never once con | 
the —— advanced in ſupport of them. Dit 
indeed he hath given very few of theſe Juſt ei- I 

tations. The aller pretended to-be taken San ; 
the Chriſtian Apology he hath for themoft' pact 


patched up, (man gling both the expreſſion, and 


meaning all the way) from a number of pages 


MS 


B 
ing, one at leaſt; taken from the laſt of thoſe 
pages an the elfe of it from the firſt bf them. 
The candid reader Will ſdon eonvince Himfelf 
f the war ur theſe ally atio os es | 


e ul leavers ** own Coadich ICt 
vage, lauey, fareaſtical acrimony of tile hich he 
Hath"/omewhere bir other learn to ſubſtitute in the 
| of argurnent ; nor will it be heœdful to un- 
dertake Lohr pod refutation of ſeveral very extra- 
_ ordivayy* „ unlefs itfdeect to 
| y F: Viz. that Hy 
1805 ttom dw Hr r —_— SDS) nine 
* Uſe of RO p an e en 2d-2tzvaill 40 „ne 
2 To ſave he reader the trouble of the examination ahowe ve 


7 to him, I Will here ce p 5 
Hhoote manner e 30 40 quoting, 255 847 Fr en bet 


degvae gf emde Ewa quotations ure to bee WII 2 
e 101. e This Fby de ole perſon, 


eſcri N ow: OWETS,, Was 
% very true, and a — $ Chx ; one who neveriof- 
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ir, ut what was the 252 455 well- 7 4 Lach. we 
Let us how fairly cite the paſſage a5 it ſtandeth in he! Preface to 
28 of Mr. Hutabinſon's vrorks in 8 7, p. = | 


ditors,. who were for m s intim A onjnt- 
KATY him; 2 Go has Ser; 4 ieve ad. eq to 


be groundleſs, having ſeen envugh in him to be fülly convin- 
Feed A in ming wig 0 tO) and Inoue Chriſtian; nor 
ever ſeen an 18 viour, but t was the 

ref Achten an Ta faith, the conſequence \ i great K 
78 of de 1 of Chriſtianity, „and hi idfight into men; 


ez; as wen call it, of the world. That he never of- 
ee with ded with þ kis tongue; never ſpoke with more warmth than 
ig ſtricth juſtifiable; that an unguarded — 1 never Kop 
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222 That the chief uſe of miracles as not to 

confirm doctrines, but to excite attention That 
in genuine ſenſe is the" good ground im bel 


Ahne the ſeed of the goſpel will bear. uit. v Tie 
| hath: entirely forgotten the honeſt und good" Hr 


which our: bleſſed Saviour n | made 8 be this 
good ground. CCF 155670 
All then that will eoquire to be here cohſi- 
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His 'miſrepreſentations of the Chriftian' MH: 


None un u ae IE WIS Ha F--4150t Ser 
V2: His louis: againſt What it hath really 
advanced. OO een non Ha ett b 


zack The miſcepreſentations may be claſſed in- 
to ſuch as ariſe 1. From malice. 2. Frem igrio- 
tance: His firſt malicious miſrepreſentation is, 
That the ſermon is animated with an excœfHVe 
bitternefs of ſpirit, and it's doctrine delivered in 
+comempuous dogmatical ſtrain. Of this lat. 


ter charge he hath alledged no proof: of che 


formel he pretendeth to alledge two inſtances” 


Firſt, a peculiar malice and rancour . againſt 


the Uergy: © In Mr. s note at this place, *He 


te deſcribes,. ſaith. he, the preſent clergy as ido- 
« laters of reaſon, &c. He repreſents” them as 
« men who wear the form and garb of religion 
« but are eſtranged from it's power and tpi- | 
«rit, &c. That ſome of the clergy have been 
liable to the 1 ee of all thoſe, fatal. princi- | 
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 hionfelf avill-pat <1 preſume deny. But it no 
Where that the y are charged indiſcri- 
minately upon the win The author is ſo 
happy to be perſwaded that great numbers of 
them deteſt and latnent thoſe principles and 
practices as heartily as he himſelf doth. W eg 
If the author of the eſſay on criticiſm is right 
in the paſſage cited below, theſe monſtrous prin» 
ciples, with others cloſely connected with them, 
made their firſt appearance in this nation in 
reign: in the laſt century; and tho they have 
| lamentably flouriſhed, however powerfully diſ- 
couraged;. in our own times, yet as a proof that 
the author's juſt reprehenſion of them was not 
received as a rancorous accuſation of the preſent 
elergy,, he may boldly appeal to the thanks and 
requeſt delivered to him in the convocation- 
houſe by the reuerend magiſtri 8 
when the ſermon was preachod, and to the per- 
ſonal- eee of Nene of houſes 
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Then, unbelieving prieſts reformꝰd 3 1c 
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' Whe ere heay'n's free ſubjects might their ri hts dee 
N Leaſt Gbd himſelf ſhould fem toe abſolute. 
Pulpits their ſacred ſatire learnt to ſpare, 
And vice admir'd to find a flatt'rer there. 
Y E thus, wit's Titans brav'd the 1 | 
And the preſs groan'd with licens'd blaſphemies. 


for, its publication. \\He-mightalfo-appeat % 
Many other teſtimonies. God forbid tfiat the 
ons cler gy, or the hundredthꝭ part of them, 
TY { not ſingularly) cha "Fer upon the preſerit 
285, and upon ſome of it's clergy! Mr Se. 
 cond.jinſtance is that Dr. P. hath: U y revs. 
leq: the, nagiſframm; O and to ſupport! his Charge; 
he hath cited a paſſage from the ſermon which 
dhe gather of it freely referreth to the ſadgirlent 
ot; the. candid reader : let lum decide Whether 
the. magiſtrate is there rebiled, or Whether Nr 
H be not a malevolent and falſe iaconferss aa 
Let us-proceed to ſuch of his miſtepreſents! 
tions as proceed from 19 | 


mend 03 19W1 7 
a;In,apentioning dhe plan and endeg c of the 
 Erry/rranApulogy, he hath, allcalorigy aebuſed the! 
its powers and} exenciſe ; as aw Wing be that vy 
are to give no reaſon of our hope; And t that 
Chriſtianity cannot he iounded on atgument? 
as not ſuffering men to examine, une 
wem. only to beliere. As laboufing with at 
his might to repreſent rraſum, or. tb Mh of 
canyon yenſe,. as 20: better: thay the” fag geſtion of 
whe dag8b e od 01 þ1 6} 21 Hon. Sd 10 ng 
r, H. is freely acquitted from tlie charge vf 
malice in all theſe groſs miſrepreſentations which 
ariſe from no other cauſe but ignopante of tlie 


nature and forts of reaſoning. He did not know, 0 
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«6rder; ſaith he, to know and embrace 4 rover 
«lation, we g previoufly be endued with 
<ors: wich ate . undefſtanding what 

tit ſets forth, and of comprehending the tertnis 


ein which it is conceived .? That creatures to 


hom God revealeth himſelf, muſt be endatd 


to, ãs moſt certain — can be communica- 


bed to a creature deſtitute of ability'to'uriderſtind 


it. o far as it ſhall be communicate ji but Mio 
Hchath not conſidered what wild conſequendes 
weill follow from his aſſertion, That *I am per 


e fectly incapable of underſtanding: the revelasy 


tion, unleſs I have antecedently within myſelf 
gp «general notions of the — 
dh containeth.. Thus, ſaith Mr. H. if a'reves 
err treateth of matters which relate to the 

ee being of a God I muſt Rn 


«:shat- ſuch a being exiſts or eie! can by no 


means camprehend the e au 


purſue this principle in tome} farther inſtances, 
and it's wildneſs and abſurdity will beg glarifig. 
EHu revelation-treateth-of the — my] 
God: of the eternal generation of the Sony aid: 


the: ternal proceeding of the Holy Spirit from 


the Father and the Son, I muſt previouſly know 


that ſuch perſons do ſubſiſt in the Godhead, and 
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alſo, have antecedently within myſelf ſorne gen 85 
ral notions of a triune fubftence, of eternal 


ration, and of eternal proceeding: if a Tebeffde 


treateth of the Hhiritual death of our firſt; parents. 


by tranſgreſſion, and of anew ſpiritual birth by 
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Jeſus Chriſte Imuſt previouſly have idleas of this : 
ſpiritual dedit and of this mew, fpiritual birth: 
or-L am perfgttly incapable of-underſtanding the 
revelations.2:Now!tho' an infidel:may:adopt this 


= principle;-andcbpldly rejedt theſe articles! of cre- 


wiedge 
— and attributes, c). that this 


velation becauſe he | hath ind antreeuent iiot ian bf 
them, yet I preſume Mr. H. a church of Eg. 
landaclergyman, ill not admit the conſequences 

of is aſſertion, but will acknowledge the truth 
ofItheſe myſterious articles of the Chriſtian faiths; 
however he have haſtily here advanced a prihcis 
pleqyhich would! lead him, as it leadeth infidels, 


| to deny them, t. DiE itiaban 0 Aden yito! ? 


Having now; 7a his own: app u,] un, N clearly 
provedi that What he hath ſaid of this antectuaut 
xeceffity; of nutural religion is hot chimerical and 
fantaſtic, he proceedeth to confiim it's cui 


Hence by ravelation itſelfe . & to gaigd * 


0:1 44) dn order to prove from ſoripture hat 

this natural religion, (that is in his account; 

8 — ſenic in all matters of 
to Gad and man, including a kno 


religion is in our hearts prey to any revtla- 


tion, he alledgeth that fan firſt chapi 
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rn world, Where the natural; 

their natur, Aare; it is, in a more peculiar falt 
net, eſtabliſted by the” 


frequent eaatiöng given to this people 
the idolatries of the nations round about them: 
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t 4 pas 0 the Saen hy le yh 
|. are clearly ſeen; being underſtood 
; that are made, even his eternal pe | 

>dhead; ſo that they are without excuſe 

F that when. they knew G God; they glo- 
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No hf cles in this. and in the 3d 30 
* epiſtle) Which were tlie natirar 
Ide fectid from hirn. SUOMTIE? 21 mor 
8 TH it, now, be inferret From wg 
uf bar. the natural foiers's Man rr 
nu ugaring the being ani attributes | 
Is not this rather the true infere! ES 
% That the Human mind: in it's Fallen fate 
0 of e ;vitie 
perpetuak ten 1. 5 


vid far frofn à Capa 
*rrathy; that; it Hath a pei 
. ſcuye and corrupt” Then, after they Po 
_ wleatly Kelled' fron? hedben - e oa tb 5 
This conclufion doth not reſt only y n the 
Laſe, repreſented by St. Paul, of the le de hea- 
ben world,” where the natural" 'prwers® weri 
their natur, are; it i is, in a more peculiar f Jah 
ner,” eſtabliſhed" by the hiſtory of the Fes, a. 
—.— whom thoſe natural Powers were in a 
ſtate of hινẽẽ: e pine and culii vation r he | 


frequent cautiofts given to this people + 
the idolatries of the nations round about 525 e 


1 their — filling f into the Wu idola- 
try, 
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try „immediately after all the Wonders which 
99510 ches hall een, and the mighty hand and 
| Sec Am, and the thunder ings and 
ts Wien, the Lord their God z1dnd-this; 

AMojes Was, on their behalf, in cbhference 
fy hing Te in the mount, wwhither the prophet 


gone up, in the cloud of the glory of e. 
oyah,. which the eyes of this peqple had ſaen 
for, even, days, like devouring fire, ongthe top 
o the mount. And laſtly this concluſioip ais 
_ <effabliched by the lamentablſe ſtate of religion, 
chen in this enlightened age, and by the pre- 
font, ral blindneſs of many, to the true ſpirit 
and; hen of Chriſtianity; 9 * rieuelg has VII 
A The hole; purport. and trnur. f dhe g 
is next appealed to by Mr H. as making it 
enden 5 that theſe rinciples of! natural: rdli- | 
Sion muſt be preyiouſty implanted in us, a 
the genuine foundation and ſupport of (reveals: 
ed; and we are told, that t we leam from 
the. books of the old and new. teſtament that: 
the intent and purpoſe of revelation was, (a 
e mong, other things,) to. reſtore. man to the ftee 
« uſe and exerciſe of thoſe powers which he had 
© before; to reſtore! to their original purityl his 
« natural. notions, (which, were, by the fall;- 
ce grown corrupt and abominable, pls 
« with habitual. error) and to regulate ante r- 
te rect the obliquities of his deprayed will. And 
ce ur Saviour, faith he, may be Aaidy ca in more 
one, to bare Sven hghitota dhe. 
1 Dre excl uo 
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c blind, 
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Ablind, -fiteng 


ch t the alte, end ei kate ch 
© perieds: the c 'of the deaf. But he never pre 


<< toiel enable 925 to ms ior "wiſe logs 

S Re Theſe contradictions ind-abſirditics Were 

<riſerved for the'tew-faſhioned! divinity" fy 
ge, which Would teach us that he C4 

<4nculcate fupernaturaÞ trürths Before there 

dg anyſ haturah or in other terms, that fe 


<;religioivisno foundation of revealed?” 
argument is of the rhetorieal Kind, 
not ſo cloſely and clearly infer It's inde GH 
cluſon-as! one could with! But à condlifiod'is 
really and plainly deducible from! it's Prefhiſeb, 
| vibjch\effectuatly overturneth che Pro poſition . 
1 to eſtabliſl. 25 1 
Forlif, by the fall; the under lang kit 
was ſo darhenvd; if error hut oppreſſed 25 55 
Liteipz that Jeſus Chriſt, in reſtoring him, might 
be daid to have given /ight 14 rb hund; then, &r- 
tainly, no principlus remained,” in this 57h. a 
blindneſs of his underſtanding to be 4! anderen 
ani ſupport of that rpoelation Which Jeſus Chriſt 


came to df f 9H519%9 DASH 


Mr. HH. Rath hcraſtes? imſelf, beforthatid a 
given us a fefutation of What he affirmeth"in 
lO line following: <-Secondly I affirm 
that theſe natural notions, or prineiples of Ha- 

tufal religion; God's firſt revelation, mult Be 
un primary guide ſto] and ultimate "tft of e- 
every otlier revelation that ſhall' ſueceed it 
| " his own account in — wt page, his guide | 
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. Is IS Y (and lame too, ) and if the blind lead the 
blind, ſhall they not both fall into the dib, 
Mr. Es affirmation 1 2 now cited, is not pre- 
rw; to be ſup * 7 arguments no- 
thing is RES this way from this, 43d-to 
his 40th page, wed after much flouxiſhing of 
his pen in the air, he ſeemeth to addrefs him- 
ſelf earneſtly to the combat. 
* e e is, faith be, how. 1 * 
« know. the Chriſtian religion to be inde 
« velation ? I fay, by examining firlt 1 into — 
'M r ſonableneſs of it's doctrines and of the gnde. lk 


* tradicto; 'to any manifeſt truth, natural or 
* mor WE when I have thus laid the g 
& work and foundation, and haye diſcovered that 
« it may be 2 revelation for any thing that rea- 
« ſon urges to the contrary, I then proceed to 
te try whether i it 15 ſo, by enquiring into the rea- 

„ lity of ite miracles &c. This would be my 
manner of proceeding.” 

Tho one might make ſome demurs. to the | 
deciſive authority here claimed by Mr. H. for 
thoſe principles and common notions which he bath 
here ſtiled natural and moral truths, I would yet 
_ willingly, for peace-ſake, ſubmit that what. is 
offered as a revealed truth be examined by the | 
clear principles of reaſon, if this examinatiot 
this comparing of the ends, purpoſes, doctrine: 
of revelation with thoſe principles were not evi- 
dently im oo, Js hath often above been 
intimated + eaſon of. man's incurable igno- 
rance of tho ends, purpoſes, neceſſities, con- 

nexions, 


ö inded.. erer it ah, 
title 2 "td the fixed- 99 are Ji 
would nightat the kifolopher whe o,o 
Nechas 0 c ticle, til "he could ; Spas 

erties the xd ſtars with 

2 Fou would tell hirn gat 
hath given. us as much Enowled 72889 17 
bars 8 is eceffary or uſeful for or üs 
enougl to enable 8880 5 8 


you 
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wth thofe” of rational e 
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it 2 , 7 ihiracles wrought. in © 
ER? is ſtill be 
But Dr. 15 nn 
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I 7 Dr. 2. bad leally Called * an averted Ore. 

M he Foul Id have been juſtly < chargeable with 

noßlenſe; ; he would have been Hable, as 25. 6: 
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prove that thoſe mirucles, fe e off 
au bleſed-Savieur. demanded. 40 be believed, are 
vor ſufficient). (even in conjunction with the 
15 Le miracle of te: neee N luce -01 


tat 


have ſeen above, to the ſame charge, if he had 
thus oppoſed the attending to fatts to reaſening. 

Now I do affirm, proceedeth Mr. H. in flat 
ec contradiction to this Doctor, and will here un- 


« dertake to prove, that miracles, thus abſolute- 

« ly and fingly conſidered, are not e to 

cc eſtabliſh the divinity of the goſpel” 35.7 57 
Here, then the controverſy adranceth to a cri- 


dos, and Mr. H. who hath. hitherto dealt chiefly 


in quotations, inſolent invective, and looſe, —4 | 
rangue, is now.to give a 1 4 the ſtrength 
and clearneſs of his. reaſoning He is to 


-hoJ zt 
. His 6ſt argent in dun e che na- 


tit of aſſent. This aſſent i 18 always Propor— 


« tioned to the degree of probability: we 


cc reſt ſatisfied, on any evidence whatever, in a 


<« firm belief of any fact, till we have previouſiy 


ec examined the reaſonableneſs on which it is 


grounded. Now as miracles are the moſt im- 
ce probable of all facts that are not impoſſible, ſo 
« they require, not only the ſtrongeſt teſtimony 
cc from men, but likewiſe the moſt apparent 


e reaſonableneſs in themſelves, to make them cre- 
c dible.“ Such are Mr. H's premiſes; let us 
add the concluſion they are deſigned to evince 


tberefore Miracles, abſolutely and ſingly con- 
« ſidered, are not ſufficient to eſtabliſh the di- 


2 Uſe of R. p. 41. PE, 
: « vinity 


5 be a ſufficient ; proof > „ do a 


tw?) 


* vinity of th 8 55 Any other en 
in nature is deducible from the premiſes, 
ſuppoſing 08 C881 make any ſenſe of Mr. H's 
22 of improbable facts. 
An truth, this author forgot the Auden he 
Had undertaken to diſpute upon, the moment 
after he had propoſed it. This queſtion, ſtated 
by himſelf in the cloſe of his 47ſt page, is not, 
What is it that rendereth credible the teſtimony 
Sven / 4 miraculous fact? (this is an enquiry 
concerning the grounds of credibiliiy;) but unbe- 
ther miracles, wrought in confirmutron —_ the diui- 
nity of a dhctrine,. be, fingly © 4, a prof 
that diuinity. Mr. H. evidentiy Teppolsch the 
reality of the miracles, but affirmeth them not to 
m, faith he; in 
4 flat contradiction to this Doctor, chat miravles, 
0 abſolately and ſingly confidered; "ye not ſuffi- 
dient to prove the divinity of the goſpel” ere. ws 
4 on is very juſtly ſet in the oppoſition of 
— this Doctor — in his ſer- 
mon hath aſſerted, that the miracles of the 
<« goſpel, ſingly conſidered, are a ſufficient proof 
etc of it's divinity.” Let us then keep this - 
eee E. in our view, e e ies | 
next argument'in ſu S 70 3-4-5 
. * e. was ſafficient of 
< itſelf to evince the credibility of miracles, © (as 
this Divine contends * in in regard tc to thoſe of the 


£ 


| a This Divine hath not once, thro' his Ge 8 124. 
ed for or mentioned the eredibiliry of miracles from outward teſti- 

mony, or from any other conſideration * having all a- 

ee taken! it for granted. | | 
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ths 
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I 
« goſpel,) then all miracles muſt be received 
<« as equally credible, where the circumſtances 
e which atteſt them are equally valid. 
Here, now, is another wide wandering—from 


the queſtion concerning the validity (as proofs) 
, muracles acknowledged, to the queſtion con- 
cerning the credibility f miracles diſputed. Mr. 
Hs affirmation was, That miracles will not ga- ä 


Bid the divinity of the goſpel, and to confirm it, 


he is undertaking to prove that outward _ 

ny will, nat evince-the credibility of: miracles. 

His reaſoning however, tho utterly beſide kis' 

purpoſe, is more intelligible; here than in the pre- 
ceding argument; and as it hath. ſet the atteſta - 

tions of hid miracles upon a level with that of 


any other. ; matters of fact, and really tendeth to 


give the teſtimony of Philotratus an equal weight 
with that of an evangeliſt or apoſtle, it highly 
demandeth to be conſidere li 
We will not fear then to affirm, what Mr:#'s 
preſent: argument fu ppoſeth the: CHriſtium AHpulo. 
gy to admit by it's principles, That all . 
miracles. muſt be received as equally credible, abem 
the circumſtances which atteſt them are equally va- 
hd. The credibility of facts aſſerted, is meaſu- 


red by the credibility of the witneſſes atteſtinę 
thoſe, facts, and by that only. And hence Chriſ- 


tian divines, down to Mr. 7. have generally in- 
ſtituted trials, not of the ends ae fer pee of the 


rn. p. 43. | | 
b He faith of popiſh 1 1 we ſhall ind Go of them 
as well attefled as any matters. tf = can Bale be, Uſe of R. 


P-: 44. C — Pe 4So wurm en UN dS © 


[4] 


goſpel miracles, but of the witneſſes,” in order to 
evince the reality of thoſe miracles. And the 
characters and lives of theſe eye-witneſſes, toge- 
ther with the ſeal of their blood ſet to their at- 
teſtations, have always, by Chriſtians, been eſ⸗ 
teemedꝭ deciſive in favour of rer: teſtimony, ſo 
as to give it the precedency to all other human 
teſtimony ee, ay facts recorded it any 
othertiiſtgry,- 205 as? e VER 69 
et this: aucher theis, Teriouſly® reflect 10 
wild, how raſh it is to infer, that ſuppoſing the 
ſole criterion of the reality of paſt facts t be (as 
indeed it is) human teſtimony, 3 

5 aut br 4 Bernard becomes vf 

| worth tho authority of an vangelif"'or . r 


indged bit they ſow u force in the a gumemt here 
alledged by Wi might attack the mi- 
<« racles of the goſpel; by eonfronting them with 
ce Miracles which They Armed to be equally au- 
_ <<thentie:"* but did they really, as he eels 

ſex force in it? and ere their miracles indeed 
equally authentic with thoſe of the goſpel ? | 

This queſtion we may ſuppoſe Mr. H. to an- 
ſwer in the affirmative, (as he hath affirmed 
the ſame thing of innumerable popiſh legendary 
miracles, © ) and that he groundeth the ſuperior - 


credibility of the miracles of the goſpel, on the 
excellency' of it's be ends, and ap News 


a Uſe of R. 8635 b Uſe of R. ibid. 

0 P. 44. Were we to deſcend, faith he, from pagan | to popin 
legends, we ſhould find innumerable miracles, as ſtrongly affirm- 
ed and as well wh as as 7 matters 8 fa c can poſfibly be. 
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According to this principle, the miracles at- 
tributed to Apollonius, for inſtance, being by Mr. 
H. allowed to be equally authentic with thoſe 
of an evangeliſt, * would, if His doctrines, ends 
and purpoſes had been worthy, and ſome of 
them are not unworthy, of an evangeliſt, have 
been equally credible with the miracles' of the 
goſpel: they would have ceaſed to be hearſay 
ſtories, dreſſed up a hundred years after the 
ſuppoſed age of Apollonius, into a kind of no- 
vel for the entertainment of the hiſtorian” 8 Pa- 


5 troneſs. 


In the mean ane not-be Al 60 f. 
ſert, that the miraculous facts of the golpel have 
therefore. an higher degree of credibility than any 

other hiſtorical facts, 1ſt becauſe their kiſtortans 
were all eye-witneſſes of moſt of them, not re- 
lating a ſingle fact which ſome or other of them 
had not ſeen with their eyes and heard with 
their ears: and ſecondly becauſe they renounced 

this world and all it's Joys and promiſes, and 
underwent a ſeries of cruel perſecutions, and e- 


ven death itſelf, in adhering to the facts they 


had atteſted, and to the doctrines whole divine 
origin thoſe facts had firſt recommenided, as the 
Y ſpirit of God afterwards confirmed it, to their 
„faith. 

Theſe joint-circumſtances make up that fn- 
gular firength of evidence, by which the miracles 
of the goſpel come atteſted to us, and which no 
teſtimony concerning end! other hiſtorical facts 


whatſoever, can parallel. 


2 Uſe of R. 5.45. e ; 
3. Let 
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3. Let us proceed to Mr. H's third 3 
7 A which - hath not indeed, like it's E 
lows, miſtaken the point in debate. For if we 
are really cautioned, (as this argument pretend- | 
eth to have proved,) by the expreſs authority of 
the ſcriptures themſelves, againſt reſting the truth 
of Chriftianity upon the fimple teſtimony of it's m- 
racles, * then Mr. — 5 wh” muſt be true, 
That miracles, con are not We to 
gabliſb the d n 
Where, then, do * 1 uren g ſly, u- 
tion us againſt reſting the truth of Chriſtianity 
upon the  fimple. teſtimony of it's miracles ? 
2 H. can prove ane he will help infidelity 
toa ; compendious and effectual method of over- 
17 the ſcriptures, fince we have produced 
1 et wied Joins: Chuilt ceſteth, the 
It's, e up IE w. ich Goring was like- 
wiſe, placed b 1 4 apoſtles; ſo that, in this caſe, 
the 5 uy be fund to ſtand in the oppoſi- 
tion f 2 contradiction „„ eh. 
The paragraph” in which Mr. H hath af- 


ſerted this extraordinary propotiogngy: * adduceth 
in proof of it thee ws of peur contain- | 
ing, | ia nin 


I. A caution of our bleſſed Saviour, not. a- 
gar reſting the truth of Chriſtzantty u the fim- 
ple teſtimony "wy of it's miracles, but againſt going af- 
ter falſe, chriſts and falſe prophets. 
- 2. A caution of St. Paul againſt giving heed 
to St, Paul himſelf or. hs 8 from heaven, 


a Uſe of R. Pp. 46. b Ibid. p. 45. 
preach- 


810 


preaching any ; doctrine different from that of the : 
Dl foppoling not granting, that it were . 


poſſible for an angel ſo to pr 
3. A caution of St. Jahn againſt 1 e. 
very ſpirit, becauſe many falſe prophets, anti- 
chriſtian ſpirits, were gone out into the world. 
Try 1 faith he, what manner of ſpirit 
they are of; try whether it be the ſpirit of God, 

by the touchſtone (not of eternal, unchangeable 
fitneſs, but) of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. For, 
« hereby, addeth St. 2 know ye the ſpirit 
« of God: every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus 
« Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God; and e- 
e very ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt 

4 js come in the fleſh, is not of God: and this is 
« that ſpirit of antichriſt, whereof ye have heard 
ce that it ſhould come, and even now already i 5 
« jt in the world.” * 

Let the candid reader now, or let Mr. H. 
himſelf, determine whether any of theſe three 
texts of ſcripture do caution us in the moſt e 
cit terms, againſt reſting the truth of Chri iſianity 


upon the funple teſtimony of it's miracles : > nay 


„whether they caution us againſt any thing elſe, 


than the forſaking of the goſpel, ſupported as 
it is by it's miracles, and of Jeſus Chriſt, it's 
| bleſſed author, upon any pretenſions whatſoever. | 
Proceed we now to Mr. H's fourth argu- 
ment. It's undertaking is, to prove that ra- 


cles, excluſroely of any appeal to dhetrines, could 


never 17 ove the divinity of the ſcriptures, be- 
| cauſe theſe miracles will, in this caſe, want progf 
8 « 17obn 4. 1—3. b 46. 85 | 
| 3 8 — 


op 


1 


themſelues. * One would have thought he might 
have kept his right track, when he was got into - - 


it in the ſtating of his third argument; but he 


hath. once more run away from it, and hath 
oo. as in the two firſt arguments, into an 
mos, an entire change.of the queſtion. His 
tion ſo often referred to, in ſupport of 
which _ five arguments are drawn forth, 
ufo e miracles of the goſpel” /ufficrent 
proved, but denieth. their validir pail Jaſco a 
dered, to prove the pr Ja the golpel and 
his $285 argument, wich we are; come 
from ener uaary proceedeth, as we — obſer- 
ved, upon that /appofition. But here he hath 
relapſed again, 3 in ſuppoſing the miracles to want 
that full proof, which,” in his affirmation and i in 
his third argument, be conceded to them. 

Let us, ee take the argument, 10 ſta- 
| ted as we find it, and enquire whether. it be 
concluſive. 

e Miracles, faith he, excluſively of any ap- 

te peal to doctrines can never prove the divinity 
of the ſcriptures, becauſe they are atteſted on- 
ly by thoſe ſcriptures: for ſuch a proof would 
« be no other than an arguing in a circle. I - 
< lieve the ſcriptures to be divine becauſe they 
« are confirmed by miracles; and I believe the 

te miracles to be divine becauſe they are atteſted 
4 « by the ſcriptures. us not this ——__ finely 
é in a round?“ . 

If this be, idee a a argument, the 

5 rai of the goſpel-miracles muſt N be given 
| 40 by 8 b . 46 47. | 
G : up 


5% 


up as incapable of being proved. For if the = 
races are inſufficiently Ae by the feriptires, 
exclufpvely "of any appeal to dofirines,” then they | 
will remain inſufficiently atteſted by the ſcrip- 
tures, incluſiuely of any appeal to doctrines, whoſe 
excellency cannot alter the nature of the atteſta- 
tion, which will continue inſufficient if it was 
ſo bafore® ſo that the argument will ſtill remain 
in a circle. The niracſes are matters of fact, 
and therefore are only proveable by evidence ; * 
and they have no dther evidence than tlie At- 
teſtations of the eye - witneſſes, the goſpel-hiſto- 
rians. Either, therefore, the unk . be 
given up, as not ſu ported b ſufficient evidence, 
1 rely den N 16 ſuldclent, and Mr. Es 
argument fallacious. The latter, thank God, is 
the true member of c our digunction; let us! pro- 


ceed to detect the fallacy of his argu ent, Al- 
 ledging that 70 „, the progf of the Ani 15 
eke n the miracles, is to argue in & art. 


F 
bg 


this allegation, he Hat | | ſet n as 


ror Went falfely and fallaciouſt) 
85 the d cabeg infiſted on by. 1 
is this: I believe the ſcripture 
vine, becauſe they are confirmed by m | 
which no man could do except God were with 


him; and I believe the miracles to be real, be- 


cauſe their reality is atteſted by the! ſtrongeſt teſ- 

timony that ever confirmed paſt facts, the teſti- 

mony of the goſpel- hiſtorians. % 4 ann 
MI. H's fallacy lieth in not diſtinguiſhing be- 


tween the ſeriprure-doftrines and the Jorg pture- 
_ 
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led Saviour and his apoſtles, therefore 
real; and na being. God be 
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t. DEY - are except 
A bim, can ſo change the courſe and order 


f nature, as the miracles of dur Sariour and his 
apoſtles 55 therefore they are di, 
2. Theſe miracles were, wrought in, expreſs 
confirmation of the divine. origin of the ſerip» 
 turg-dogtrines,. therefore theſe Kam are of di- 
| — 7 gin. 94 | N 
Let us here eg a fit axcifon for obvia 
ting an old objection, hinted. at N 
gain gainſt the validity of the. ible-mixacles .praghs 
eee 
awn from a ſup power of evil ſpi- 
rits to work, miracles, . which power is ſald to 
have been particulachy exerciſed by Jannes and 
Fans res, and by Simm, Ne e — 
e let it be gbſeryed. 1. Tha 
bee God dt have permitted e enen 
o perform miracles as real as thoſe, Meſes 
ü of ends 
and purpoſes but) the very conteſt it 555 1 0 
to Wa the d of the miracles, . 


Wh 15 45.) crankribed almoſt A from 2 
maus s Letter to the _ Who * 0 
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was requiſite for performing the miracles 


4 


| theſe magicians * withſtood. Thoſe of Eg 


owned themſelves outdone by the finger of God, 


and attempted no farther competition. And i. 5 


mon who had long (the * is by oo. , not 
Samaria 


| bewitched but) aſtoniſhed the 


with magic wonders, © was nlelf aſtoniſhed 
(41570) at the miracles and mg works of 


; 1 and convinced by them. 


2. Let it be obſerved ſecondly, that though 


we ſhould allow that evil ſpirits can work mi- 


racles, it will ſtill remain an unſhaken truth, 
that moſt, at leaſt, of the miracles of Jeſus 
Chriſt being acts of compaſſion, and charity and 
beneficence, will by the very nature of them be 
evinced to be of divine origin. The tree is 
known by it's fruits, nor can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit, nor a malevolent ſpirit, 
ſuch acts as imitate the divine philanthropy and 

kindneſs. "Nig miracles which cannot proceed 


from evil ſpirits will, I conceive, be acknow- 
8 to come from the father of ſpirits. - 


It is not ſo evident as hath . thought, 


| that evil ſpirits have the power of working mi- 


racles, i. e. of changing the order and const of 


nature. Had not the eee been by. ifs as 


2 eycos is _—_ to- Simon, Aan 8, e 7 bas 
b Exod. 8. 19. 3 410 1 
e Mayeias, uncommon W phenomena. , | 01 
d They who allow to evil ſpirits ſuch a power over natüre ag 
ee bleſſed Saviour, 
a power equivalent to that of creating, cannot conſiſtently urge | 
any other natural argument to prove that the creation"it/el{ is not 
the work of evil ſpirits, except the / gnatures of beneficence: and 
a" upon it, : 


Fd Ee mm 


„ 3 
: aſcribing this power to evil ſpirits, 1g would 
more ſtrenuouſly be inſiſted on fi the Chriſtian 
reaſoners priori, than that nature muſt always 
continue in the hands of it's creator, and that 
none of his creatures can any more exert a po] 
er equivalent to the creative, than they could _. 
create themſelves. * And I would humbly offer 
it to the conſideration of the learned, tho” the 
preſent argument doth not ſtand in need of this 
ſuppoſition, whether the acts of the Samaritan 
and Egyptian magicians, or thoſe foretold by our 
bleſſed Saviour and St. Paul riſe any higher in 
the ſcripture account of them, than to the'cha- 
racter, by which the two latter 858 marked, of 
ns and wonders 6j f faiſelood* . and d firong Klan, 
contrived for decerving.* 
We come now to Mr. H's ARK and laſt ar- 
gument, - which undertaketh the proof bf this 
very ſingular propoſition, -*'That miracles alone, 
c inſtead of perſuading men to embrace Chriſ- 
te tianity the firmer, muſt inſenſibly lead them 


" FOE * 
> * 
— * » * * LY " 


not to embrace it at all;”” And if they ds thus 


lead men aſtray, I agree with him that it muſt 
be iſenſbly, for their diret aim is ys at 
another, contrary effect. 
From the terms of his projeltidgy that mi- 
„„ men not to embrace 
Chriſtianity, would any one conceive: his driſt 


and meaning was to prove, that we cha be . 


Aa 2700 2. 9, 10. e- 0. 
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lged t reiect the miracles. of the goſpel? yet this 


is the very cloſe and reſult of the argument in- 
ſtituted to prove his propoſi ion; as the reader 
his eye on the 


may convince. him 


A ok . 
top. 25 7 Mr. Hs 53d page. 11, PR he have 


proved, his point, he hath proved That ee | 
alu tuft inſen/ibly lead men to ret miracle. 
It would be 4 conſolation to thoſe Who Ia- 
ment the dreadful proſpect of profeſſed. infidels, 
if Mr. N. would exert his wonderful new. talent 
of eftablſbing (inſtead. of the old trick of defiroy- 


ing) things by their contrarres,. in demonſtrating, 


what would be, in effect, the conyarſe of his 

concluſion, that the reiechion of the galßel muſt 

inſenſibly lead men 70 the g gb e e 
This mall embarraſſment of our author mi gh 


here, with all that end to it, be diſmiſ 
if it were not neceſſary to clear the; 2 


the Chriþ1an, Apolegy from the ſuſpicion of ” 


ing 4 Hand in it, Mr. H. Man =, gut with 


promiling bis readers,” that Nr, F. fall prove? 

his Pp! ropo tion for him. 5 + 55 e 

All the quarrel of this jy ſeemeth to 
point at The aſſertions of the Chriſti 
which relate to the knowledge ;of i} 
importance to juſt, coneluſive nk ee Pug That | 
this knowledge i is the only ſteady baſis. wherequ 


concluſions can be firmly erected — That with 


ſuch knowledge, no efforts of reaſon no com- | 
paring of her abſtract ideas, can furniſh. Eh 


That God may, indeed, extraordizartly: infuſe. it, 


but orainarily 1 it can come into tke _ by” no 
2 Uſe of R. p. 49. b F. 16, 7 | 
| | other 


1 


t! 


— mak by the” mebiate, Ls Immediate 
 teftimoniy of the ſenſes,” And 4ccordingly, . as it 
was A intention to communicate certain 
Jacke to us, concerning Himſelf ind his acts, and 
| concerning the paſt Hiftoty, and future deftina - 
Bon ef mankind; he fignified fuch of them ag 
were brtlinl iy known to the e e-witnefſes, E 
0 


the declaration of thoſe witnefſes: and ſuch 
1 thus otdinarity' 1 88 
He fignified to us dy his Son, and by his apoſ- 
tles and prophets, authenticating their meſſage by 
pgs be rodeo 
Bos far then, according to the doctrine of the 
22 Miun Ahoy, as facts relating to divine 
things are made KnoWn ho Fn I. By ſenſe; 


or 2. By credible teſtimony; or 3. By imme- 


diate inſpiration 3 of 4. By crelibly adit 

_ cated inſpiration, fo far he is enabled to reaſon 
with ſtrength and confidence: but if he deſert 
theſe guides, and undertake to build vindica- 


tiofis, juſtifications, detnonſtrations, delineations 


relating to God or man, not upon clear known 
facts, but upon his own 'bran-formed ideas, 
. however clear and diſtinct, ; cloſtly and 
compactly linked together, ſuch performances 
After all his pains, Will juſtly claim the titles of 
„ conjecture, chimera, 


Agathſt this ation Mr. E. hath offer- | 
ed no exceptions. U Þ e hath indeed iſfaken i, 

and conceived it to run thus. Juſt reaſoning 
© can alone be built upon the knowlege of _ 
e which can only be acquired by the teſtimony 

ce our ſenſes: all GN not ſo built, is 8 
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4 cious 8 Miracles therefore, being 


tt known facts, are the only baſis e 8 
« can erect the proof of Chriſtianity.” . 
Now this is wiſely urged | faith Mr. H. «< «It 


ec jg true, addeth he, that 'in matters of natural 


« enquiry we build concluſions upon ferfible 
iments teſtified by our ſen- 


« ſes; but miracles are ſuch facts as we know, 
* not by the teſtimony of our own, but by that 
s ſenſes.” < Our own ſenſes are 
fo far from ſhewing us miracles, that they only 


| ſthew us thoſe facts, that ordinary courſe of 


nature to which miracles are directly con 
And therefore if only facts teſtified by our 3 4 
were to be admitted as the foundation of our 
iſtianity, miracles could be no 
oof at all of the truth of it, but muſt 
rejected, as not confirmed by the t eſtimony 
of our ſenſes.” ee O 
This is Mr. H's ar argument chark and Faith- 
fully repreſented. And the candid reader will 
perceive that it proceedeth upon . wilful r 
unwitting, miſrepreſentations. n 
1. It ſuppoſeth the Chriſtian Apology co aſſert, N 
that the knowledge of facts can only be acqui- 
red by the e/ttmony of our ſenſes; leaving out 
the words mediate or immediate which in both _ 
editions of the ſermon ſtand before the word 


+ teftimony, * and evidently mean, in connection 


with it, the * of our own or of Oy = 
ö « Serm. 3 P17. ee gps 42 


2. It 


& * x = 
[ F | ] 


c upon the ground of facts, the Chriſtian Apo- 


logy inferreib * that we ſhould reſt the truth of | 


cc Chriſtianity upon it's mraculous facts. Where- 
as this propoſition, however aſſerted in the ſer- 


nt is not there aſſerted in conſequence of the 


above confideration, nor ſu eee to have any 
connection with it. 

Of this the candid Sender wl . 
who ſhall be pleaſed to turn to the 16th and 
17th pages of the ſermon. There, the author, 


in order to ſhew ( what he had undertaken to 
ſhew *) the inability of the underſtanding to 
come at real truth by abſtract reaſoning, hath 
aſſerted that the only path to this real trutb is 
of realities and facts; ſince the 
moſt ſucceſsful comparing of ſuch ideas as are 


the knowledge 
not known to have une in nature correſ- 


pondent to them, can only furniſh the mind 
with — — inſtead of real truths: 


that this knowledge of facts and realities can, 
ordinarily, come into the mind no other way 
than by the mediate or immediate teſtimony of 
the ſenſes: that, conſequently, reaſon cannot diſ- 
cover them; * and: accordingly, i. e. agreeably to 
this conſequence, God did not leave it to reaſon to 
— out: thoſe realities 3 it Was W 


s er, | 3.3 


b How vainly then, as 1 as needlefly, — 3 — — 


might and ought to have appealed to the authority of the ſerip- 
tures, and to that only, attempted the proof of ſeveral articles of 
the Chriſtian faith he certain fancitul principles of reaſon! 


cctendeth, that, from dhe gpl 
« —— we cannot reaſon ſurely or effectively but 


U 6 


, p 1 I, . 
2 eee . * 
. —. 


man having, as he conceiveth, 


Nr che- 


— 22 - — 2 
— 2 —— — a —— ah of Ae — —— 


F... ˙ . ̃ ˙ A ⅛˙— 3 Dt, . «Ü 
— — Sg — — — 
; —— — — 
. : Q 
—— —— I = — ——ꝛ n 
—— — _ 


1 3 
—— = = = 
o f 
X a — — - * — _ : \ 
- —— — — —— ——— —_ — — — — % 0 = — IA —_— —— p — — — — —— — — ——ẽ. — —— —— — PETE — es — Rc IP rt —— ——ä—4 . ——ů ¶ —— - —— een | - 
0 bay ws... £ = 1 — 1 — — 2 — ——— - — - _— . - _— —— — — . — — —— . — . — 7 DAS — ns — — — IS--+ wor 9s te — — - 0" — . 
— —— Sor d — — * + I” o a — — 0 —_- K A * 5 o — . * n A 4 2 - - 2 2 — 2 2 — - -— — = 
r A ꝛmꝶ—qm ; S r =D oo IR Cn nb on eB ISIS S S > 3 C — ——— ———— a : = 2 — 2 
N 9 "HARI FRNY IST —— — — — n - — ATI Ine HEB WO _ — *ò mY — — 2 — ——— HI Pe” _ e- —_ — * 5 
— 1 — 222 N - 7 © ö 
* as * 5 
: \ 
* 


— . — 
— — —— 
— —— a. 

—— — ITT 


— 


— Me 
2 — oy 

— — — -o—— 

4 > — * — 

gf 2 — ia 


* 
3 ; . 
—— — 

_ 


* mn 
for us to know, concerning his nature, his acts, 
and purpoſes; but communicated to us, as well 
thoſe which could be atteſted: by ſenſe, as thoſe 


which lie beyond the reach of it, © by:declara« 
< tions — to us by his Son, and by his-apof- 


ee tles and prophets,” who, that we-might be- 


lieve them to be ſent from God, and might im. 


plicitly receive their informations, ns . — 


with the divine, men feat: al ; 
I will not exclaim in the l. age 05 Mr. A7 | 

« What ſhall we ſay now to this aſliſtant-preach- 
«er of ours?” * But I will-fay; that this gentle 
gained a com- 
pleat victory, firſt by the help of a diſingenuous 
— and ſecondly by miſtaking, or wile 


fully miſrepreſenting the point in queſtion; ift 


ſolently cloſeth this fifth nt, with 


logue, and wondering at his indiſoretion «in | 
te venturing out of bis thickneſs of cover inte 
« the broad, oper 0 Palle of eee common 
« ſe * 5 % ee 
Mr. bong. now, us be wonceiteth, fu 
ciently eſtabliſhed his point, proceed 


offer an obſervation or two "which cannot © fail 


& but greatly to confirm it e 
The firſt of them is intended ta demunſtime 
after the modern, ramblin g faſhion of — 


ſirations, © that the goſpel is founded on, and 


hs 
ce tur 


urity preferred. by, the Ye Aa Ha 
8 religion,” .. Eats 


4 N 5 . 50 


: A Fx | ; 5 | : This : 


Forts — —— firſt dle b. 
ment —— progreſs of Chriſtianity. From all 
„which, faith he, it is reaſonable is conclude 
e that as the goſpel is founded on the principles 
of natural religion, ſo it's purity can only be 
+qraltzved by a continual be ming of the 
5 *daine principle, er Fo 3 
His ſecond. obſervation ſtandeth in ſorne op- 
. to the former. When the principles of 
common ſenſe and reaſon are there made the 
trus: found ation of the goſpel,” one would have 
dught this auth ſuppoſed thoſe principles to 
be-naturally in the mind, as Mr. H. hath often 
Yonoanced them to be. But in this ſecond ob- 
ſervation they: are, all on a ſudden, vaniſhed. - 
Wherez: now, is his - religion of nature, writ- 
ten on the inviſible tablet of every man's 
< heart2?!'>- This heart is become a mere raſa 
tabula;-you muſt help it to the £9994; you 
muſt lay in it the foundation of natural religion, 
| (toe: 6 tbe dilkares of common ſenſe, for natural re- 
« ligion, according to Mr. H. it nothing elſe, ©) if 
deen would raiſe the ſuperſtructure of reveal- 
ce edi! When you have thus ſtored a man's 
he will then proceed to apply them as a teſt of 
N But In Never er make bim a Chriſ- 
ae 
0 76; ” e Sev wink antes af che Tale of 
0 l ith he R DOT 


r 856 TEES 
TE. And this I take to be a clear folution of this matter. 
b Uſeof R. p. 9g. c P. 29. 1d P. 76. 


N ; „„ H 2 tian 


JOY 
tian unleſs you firſt make him 4 reaſonable nan. 
Could Mr. Hutchinſon himſelf have given a more 
unfavourable account of the ſtate of man by a 
ture? and would not ſuch an account, if it had 
occurred in his works, have made a figure a- 
mong the ſcraps which Mr. H. hath, truly o or 


falſely, cited from him, with a view of ex 
ſing him ? T heſe boaſted principles, then, of na- 
tural refigion maſt; after: all, be taught The 
'natlral/powers of man, -uncultivated, cannot re- - 
ceive Chri ianity, as wanting thoſe principles'on 
| gy Aekbrding to Mr. H. it muſt be built. 
| e queſtion then is, who ſhall be the teach- 
all the nien of cultivated minds agreed 
eſe princip les? It is eaſy to call them plain, 
2 but are not moraliſts of diffe- 
T 5 countries, and even of the ſame} countries 
divid about them ? and hee authority r 
juc ment ſhall be deciſive, when they teach dif- | 
fer btly? — But let us make haſte out of this . 
_Hibje&, whete difficulties "riſe ſo faſt upon us, 
T all, from Mr. H's ſtrong propenſity to un- 
e and een obſervationsgd‚ 
not, however, leave thew two. hs: | 
doe a Without advifing Mr. i. to make them, 
In is next edition, more conſiſtent with each 
other: and particularly to take care, that the 
improved, enlightened age in which Chriſtianit 
Was firſt planted, be not, in the firſt obſerva- 
1 tion, eeuc to ave had an unfavourable 
b nce on it, as affecting to ſeaſon it with 


: — which was the r may 
wy 


1781 


3 
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hereh Ihen corrupted the purity of the goſpel. fo 


Joon 8 it's eftabliſhment ; that this improved, 


enlightened. age, I fay, be not thus reprobated 
in os firſt ——— while, in the ſecond, it 


is repreſented as a lar, ſed advantage 
to Chriſtianity, ich, 3 it could not rue 
n root and flouriſhed in any A 
We have now taken notice of all thoſe in- 
ottaly reaſons, alledged by Mr. H. in ſupport 


of his theſis, which 1 6 bath ſummed up in his 5 
79th page, and muſt leave it to the judgment 


of the candid reader to determine whether ny 


do indeed ſupport it. 
It will be expected perhaps that N be 


' how ſaid in vindication of the Chr:/tzan te. = 


againſt the accuſation; of its holding corref 


dence with wo profelſed: enemies of the Ch fi. 


tian cauſe. 
And our defence i 18 keen plain. The ar- 


gument of the Chriſtian Apology is not at all af- 


fected, by the concurrent ſuffrages of Bayle and 
Lord Bolingbrote, any mote than by the diſſent 


def the _ Huetius. Dr. P. being perſuaded 


of the — authority of the ſcriptures, aſſert- 
ed to them by miracles, will readily ſubſcribe to 
what even infidels have advanced in ſupport of 


5 - that authority; as he would readily ſubſcribe to 


_ a. popyſh biſhop affirming the Muth 5 the apoſto- 
Be N Nicene, and Athanaſian creeds. If Lord Bo- 
lingbrole was not ſincere in what he hath pro- 


— 


nounced with an air of fincerity, “ That the 
ih ' mouths of all * to irajor. might have . 


8 Ze * „ .. 
ce been 


tion, that Lord B. wall preſently get .xi 
fa&. It ſtandeth ſtedfaſt upon the baſis above 


falſe.criterion; ſo far from 


a 
9 


9 been ſtopt by refuſing to reaſon about a reve- 
« lation already proved to be divine, his diſho- | 


neſty doth not at all impeach the truth of his 
aſſeftion. Nor need we dread, with Mr. H. any 


frightful conſequences from reſting the merits of 


the Chriſtian cauſe. on the ſingle proof of the 
miracles recorded in the goſpel-hiſtory. The 
truth of this hiſtory will ſtill ſtand upon the firm 
baſis of the ja and quali 9 of the be 
toriens, and it's authenticity, upon the ſingular 


circumſtances with which their hiſtory hath been | 


delivered down from the age of the dena, to 


our OWN. 


Though, therafore; we. reject reaſoning hon 
the matter of revelation, and reſt it upon it's ex- 
zernal credentials, let us not fear what Mr. E. 
hath threatened as a conſequence of ; this rejeo- 
, the 


pointed at, and cannot be ſhaken. If that baſis 
did not properly ſupport it, if the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian hiftories were indeed reveries, no con- 
formity of their matter, to common notions, tho 
it ſhould. appear with noon- day clearneſs, could 
| ſtamp upon the dodrines the characters of wrath 
and divinity. WO #9, Ire 3& 3591165 

Mr. H's common "notions. therefore, ae = far 
Fades being the ONLY, that the 


the wonderful power of. diſtinguiſhing rl things 
from their identical ſelves, ſham mirac las fromm 
e chat they would not * this: 


Uebe of R. p.25. 75 0 
| "other 


3535 og 
art of the taſk he hath ned them „ the 
diſtinguiſhing true hiſtory from falſe, hut would 
lead us to admit ſuch narratives for vue 2s were 
never offered to the world under that charaer, 
burt profeſſedly framed for entertainthent; an end 
which every fiction will more or leſs attain, in 
rtion- as the matter of it approacheth to, or 
rocederh from common jenſe and probability, - © 
I will now beg leave to urge ſome ohh 
tions in behalf of that ci prof for which 
I have hitherto Pleaded againſt Mr. Hs agu 
ments. K 8 
2 An whether, ſince the tim me that 
divides: have joined iſſue with infidels upon. this 
previous, inrerunl prof; any thing effectual bath | 
been done towards the icing” of theſe, infi- 
dels? Have they been convinced by the, argu- 
ments alltantod, that —_ matter of 7 eel Hon 1s 
. are rut Or, do no 
they go on to 5 name Y 
due ure called, denying the only Lord that a ; 
them, eee to caſt an eye upon the er- ” 
Je ee 
divines)- till all ener objettrons, as they are 
called, ſhall be removed ? ty Com ws b 
jections weigh as powerfully in r minds as 
„„ dhe dd, after all the pains which our de. 


do not theſe defenders help them to a juſtification 
of themſelves, while they allow, that if the nat. A 
ol nded revelation do not, through- — 

| out; appt be worthy of God, and confiſtent 2 


with 


fain hope, furniſh fatisfactory 


uy: weight to prove that God was the author 


1 
with human a apprehenſions of A it may 
reaſonably be as an impoſture, notwith- 


ſtanding any muracles whatever, n wad * 
pealed to in confirmation of it. : 


Let Mr. H. then ſeriouſly conſider, whether = 


this method of defence, however well it may be 


calculated for diſplaying wit and ingenuity, hath 
not begun a ſtrife which is as when one letteth out . 
water, and thrown the foundations of religion out | 

of courſe, by reſting it's evidence upon points 
which will for ever hinder its cauſe ner com- 

ing to an iſſue. e 

* two following e will, 1 

reaſons, at leaſt 
to Chriſtian readers, ane 
reality of a revelation upon external evidence. 
1. Let us ſuppoſe Abraham to have laid down 
to himſelf this rule, recommended by Mr. H. of 

examining communications ded to come 
from God, by the teſt of the plain, unerring 


diftates of common ſenſe, the firſt and fimpleſt prin- 


ciples of all morality and religion. According to 


this plan of proceeding, Abraham muſt have ſuſ- 
his aſſurance that the voice which com- 
manded him to ſlay his ſon for a burnt-offering, 
that this voice was a real revelation, until he 
ſhould have examined the matter of the com- 
mand, by the principles of natural religion, to 
try it was not contradictory to, or at 
leaſt not inconſiſtent with, any of them. Until 
this ſhould appear to him, the external evidence 
of a voice from heaven was not to. be allowed 


of 


. [6] 


of * it might 3 
i ing from the r of the —_ BEE ene 
* Abufing lum, to damn lim. 

: In this examination, he would "WW "Eat! ah 
two principles, which Mr. H. will place high in 
the liſt of moral truths ritten on the invifible 
tablet of our hearts, That parents are to love 
« and cheriſh their children; and, That we 
« are not to commit murder.” y then, ac- 
cording to Mr. H's examining fy/tem, will Abra 
ham be defended from the imputation of enthu- 
ſiaſtic, or, to uſe M. H's favourite word, fana- 
tic raſhneſs, in receiving for a divine revelation, 


and obeying, a command fo directiy repugnant | 


to the true criteria of revealed truth ? Certain 
it is, that this proce are of Abruabam was fo 
ſhocking to a hae reaſoning divine of great 
hopes, who afterwards' went into Freland; that 
he ſcrupled Not to ſay, if ha had bean a juſ- 
cc tice of in the pariſh where Abraham 0 : 
ed, he would have put him in the ſtocks “ 
: [I am will = be ie MES ps 

— depend apon«God's ä 
to believe that God would raiſe his . 
dead :. this: is ſuppaſing him aſſured that the 
nn Was from rss n 0 


quent reveluions diſpenſe with the e of : 
2 e = Shheſſere, Ham. s Yi” | 
I —_— 


fa}. 
his prima y revelation : this is again ſuppoſing 
the diſpenſation to come from God, which, by. 
the never-failing criterion, is demonſtrated a 
altogether unworthy of him; not to mention 
that God, having according to M. H. made 
that primary, the fouchſtone of every ſubſequent 
revelation, hath thereby abridged himſelf of the 8 
_ of diſpenſing with it. To 
Now they who allow miracles to be deciths 
proc of 0 reality of a revelation, will readily- 
find a juſtification, and even a praiſe for the 
conduct of the patriarch. The miraculous voice 
aſſured him that the command was from hea- 
ven, and therefore he implicitly obeyed it, how 
. ever his obedience tended, in all human proba- 
bility, utterly to. extinguiſh the pleafing hope 
which had been given him, and put the tender-: 
eft ſentiments of nature to the ſoreſt of trials. 
But this conduct can be brought to ſtand Mr. 
Hs ultimate teft only by reſolving it into a ce. 
nical repreſentation, (in which no trial of Ara- 
hanis reſignation is ſuppoſed) or by ſome other 
fineneſs of that reaſoning which vaunteth' itſelf | 
in the province of paradox. © . 
2. Our ſecond illuſtration bor manifeſting the 
_ neceſſity of reſting the truth of TORO geen | 
external proofs, is this. 
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'F Let us divide the W of che globe, — FU 
We Mr. H. hath divided the globe itſelf, * not into 
A 30 parts, but into as many thouſands as they 

„ may be ſuppoſed to conſiſt of; and then let us 

4 enquire 3 whether there be one ie perſon in each of 

1 a P. 25. | 5 
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1 dls thouſands. oo. hath any clear conception 


of this author's glaring fi and fampleſt principles 
of morality and religion, or is at all qualified for 
this author's Propoſed examination into the rea- 


Sonableneſs of it's dadtrines, and the worthineſs of - 


it's ends and purpoſes. Now what: is to become 


of thoſe vaſt numbers who are thus incapable of 
examining? Was not the goſpel preached to theſe 
ban and ignorant creatures, as well as to philo- 
ſophers? And yet, according to this author's 
ſcheme, they are utterly excluded. from all poſ- 
ſibility of believing and embracing it. Will he 
tell us they are implicitly to rale philoſophers for 
their guides This cannot be. He will not al- 
low an inplicit regard to be paid to what he ac- 
dn nowledg eth to. be the word of God; much leſs 
then to * word of man. But ſu ppoſing him 
to allow this, or rather (as his —.— will lead 
him) to contend for it: in this caſe, a new dif- 
ficulty will ariſe. They muſt aſk what claſs of 
philoſophers they are to follow? Chriſtians and _ 
infidels pretend alike to have tried this goſpel by - 
| == teſt _ reaſon, common ſenſe, and natural 
religion; and though Prideaux, Rogers, and Mr, 
Teathcote declare it to be, in all it's parts, con- 
ſiſtent with thoſe acred canons; Shafteſbury, Tin- 
dal and Morgan will declare directly the con- 
trary. How is the poor untaught foul to decide 
between the two parties? Bare aſſeverations are, 
on each ſide, of equal weight in the ſcales. 
| Theſe therefore cannot determine him. Is he 
then to examine their ſeveral reaſonings, to find 
on which fide the truth heth? ? Alas! he cannot 
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read, nor hath the leaſt conci 


facts, the grounds and reaſons of every 


certainty and ſuſpenſe, 


8 _- 
of the terms which make up their diſputa- 


tion. And if he could read, and underſtand, yet 


his life, were it of antediluvian length, would 


end before the controverſy, which is now as 


much alive as ever it was, and Rave. him but 
partially acquainted with the sf the 
ſevcral advocates, and conſequently . — any 

pretenſions to give judgment the cauſe. 


Or if the whole pleadings lay actually before 


him, yet to ſuppoſe him able to determine the 
controyerſy would be to make him wwjer-than 


| theſe philoſophers who are unable to determine 
it, and who were, juſt now, appointed as his 


guides becauſe he was not worſe enough, In ſhort 
theſe millions of the vulgar, yea and theſe phi- 
loſophers alſo, however raiſed in their own con- 
ceit above the vulgar, muſt, if Mr. H's be the 
true manner of proceeding, remain in a ſtate of 
invincible ſuſpenſe during their whole lives; no 
life being long enough for opening and explain- 
ing, even though we were maſters of the proper 
act or 


purpoſe, or law of God recorded in the ſcrip- 


tures, ſo as to demonſtrate againſt all objectior 
chat it is confitent wwith our nbtions of the divine 


attributes, and not contradifory 70 any 9 
truths natural or moral. 5 
Nor is there any cure for this miſcrable. un- 
but the deciſive authori- 
of thoſe miracles which were 0r0ught and 


9 
appealed to for this very purpoſe of ORE: 


a Uſe of R. p. 40. 8 
ing 


[63 
ing the revelations 'of God in the old and new 
Nur os to the reverential acquieſcence of man- 
ki nd. 5 
3 And chis m ey be an effectual cure; 
for of theſe miracles all mankind are equally 
Mr” non judges. 

The old and new teſtatctt, Wh the moſt 
literate of the vulgar know to have been reve- 
rently received, at leaſt as far back as their fa- 
thers, for the word of God, and which the 
learned know to have been delivered down un- 
der that character from the earlieſt ages of the 
_ Jewiſh and Chriſtian church, with religious care 
and reverence, and conſtantly read in their con- 
gregations for informing them what God hath 
done for and requireth of men; this book re- 
_ cordeth a great number of aſtoniſhing and aw- 

ful miracles, profeſſedly wrought by the ſeveral 
meſſengers of theſe teſtaments, for aſcertaining 
the divinity of their miſſton. And theſe mira- 
eles were ſuch as every one's common ſenſe 
muſt render him a proper judge of. The moſt 
ignorant, for inſtance, who cannot read, yet 
know perfectly what is meant when they hear 
another read, that Jeſus Chriſt did, in the pre- 
ſence of multitudes, make the blind to fee; che 
deaf to bear, the dumb to ſpeak, the dead to 
come to life again, and that almoſt every thing 
that he did, or ſaid, or ſuffered, was exattly con- 
formable to what the prophets had foretold of 
the promiſed Redeemer : and what remaineth 
but that the multitude glorify the God g Ifrael? * 


2 Mart. 15. - + | 
| And, 
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And, Shi: theſe facts are reported to them by 
an hiſtory, whoſe tokens of veracity and-authentici- 


ty are pecuhar to itſelf, and not to be paralleled by 


any other hiſtory, what remaineth but that, like 

the Iſraelites, Exod. 4. 31. the people believe; and 
when they hear bow that the Lord hath visited the 
race of mankind in their bondage to fin and ſa- 
tan, (of which the bondage of the children of 
ljrael was a typical repreſentation) and looked up- 

on their affliction, that they bow the head and 
worſhip, and with implicit reverence receive his 
informations and commands, thus authenticated, 


and with implicit affiance obey thoſe ordinances 
which he hath inſtituted in is church for re- 


deeming them; for bringing them out of the 
houſe of bondage unto mount Sion, and unto Zhe 


1 ag of the liuing God, the heavenly, Jeruſalem ? 


We muſt not conclude 3 — juſtification of 


the Chriſtian Apology, without obviating three 


inſinuations by which Mr. H. hath endeavoured 
to diſcredit the plan of it: the firſt is, that the 
doctrine advanced by it is ewe 3 the 
ſecond, that it tendeth to inculcate a f rt of 
ignorance; the third, that it would explode he 


9 uſe of our intellectual powers. 


5 ) For diſculpating i it from the charge of no- 
velty, all that is needful is to refer the reader, 
for it's conteſted principles, to the works n re- 


putable Chriſtian writers. 


Theſe principles are, that it is vain, and arro- | 
gant to call the matter of ſuppoſed; revelations 


atteſted by miracles, to the teſt of human, rea- 


A Heb, 12.22. 


* 7 . ] 
0 71 ] 1 


ſon, becauſe it is ſuppoſing human conception 
able to trace out all the reaſons of God's acts, 


all the realities of the nature of God and the na- 


ture of things: and particularly, with regard to 
the bible revelations, that the miracles wrought 
in confirmation of them are, excluſively of any 
internal evidence, plenary proofs of the divine 
origin of theſe revelations, becauſe no man ever 
did or can 0 ſuck OR N Nerd be with 
| 1 2 * 
in the Chygfian Apology and in the foregoing 


pages, I will beg leave to refer the reader to the 


Hate biſhop of Londor's firſt paſtoral letter. NE 7 
„ When a' revelation; faith he; Sect: VII. is 

ce ſufficiently atteſted to come from God, let it 

« not weaken your faith that you cannot clearly 


© ſee! the neh and expediency of every part of 


c 5t, This would be to: * l yourſelves - as 
knowing as God, whoſe wiſdom is infinite, 


te and the depth of whoſe diſpenfations, With 
2 the reaſons and ends of them, cannot be fa- 


e thomed by our ſhort and narrow comprehen- 
« ſions. God has given us ſufficient capacity to 
« know him and to learn our duty, and to judge 


«© when a revelation comes from him; which 18 


e all the knowledge that is needful to us in our 
<« preſent ſtate. And it is the greateſt folly as 


* well as preſumption in any man pd enter into the 


« counſels of God, and to make himſelf a judge 


ce of the wiſdom of his diſpenſations to fuch a 


* degree, as to conclude that this or that revela- 


ce tion cannot come from God, becauſe he can- 
<< not 


theſe) poſitions, largely "nat 


a * —— —— —— SA — —ę4— — 


00 E 
not ſee, in every reſpect the rneſ and reaſon- 
* ableneſs of it: to ſay, for inſtanee, that either 
« we had no need of a Redeemer; or that a bet- 
< ter method might have been contrived for bur 
e redemption ; and upon the whole, not taxpive | 
« God leave to fave us in Bis oοmůu Way! In 
e theſe caſes the true inference is, that rbe or: 
<« lation is therefore wiſe, and good, cund juſt; und 
<< Zo be recei ved and ſubmitted-to by us;" beca aps 
ce have ſufficient reaſon * to believe: that it ebmes 
60 * from God.” For fo far he has made us c. 
< petent judges, inaſmuch as natural reaſon id. 
te forms us what are the proper evidences of a di- 
te vine revelation. But he has not let us into 
e the ſprings of his adminiſtration, nor ſewn 
te us the whole compaſs of it, nor the connexon 
< of the ſeyeral parts with one another. Ner, 
*by conſequence. can we be: capable to judge 
t adequately: of the fitneſs of the means,” which 
© he makes uſe of to attain the'.exds.. On the 
* contrary, the attempting to make ſuch a judg- 
e ment, is to ſet ourſelves in the place af. God, 
* and to forget that we are frail men; that 
ere ee and eee eee 
ie pi 1 _ 


a The Ns ee following, this f 
that by ſufficient reaſons his Lordſhip, mean t proper ww 4 
mong which he doth not, in emen them by in — nc he | 
tion, include the internal. © : i \ 
b Mr. H. in his 63d page hath argued, that becanls; God hath 
in two particular caſes, where he explaineth his dealings, 2 | 
ed to the reaſon and judgment of men for the equity of thoſe 
dealings with them, therefore it is his will that they ſhould ax- 
erciſe that reaſon and judgment upon his dealings with mankind 
in all caſes. A ſpecies of fallacy in reaſoning which is _ com- 
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ry little of divine matters farther than it has 
« pleaſed God to reveal them to us.” rl; 5 
What his Lordſhip judged to be the der bn 
vidences of a divine revelation is ſeen in the fol- 
lowing. (Sth) ſection where they are reckoned 
up as followeth, 1, Types. 2. Prophecies. 3. The 
general expectation of Chriſt's coming at that 
time. 4. The miracles he 2 5. His pre- 
ditions, which were ually fulfilled: and 
6. The ſpeedy and — propagation of the 
goſpel after his death. But 4 theſe, ſaith he, 
8. in themſe ves cogent and conciußwe are not 
*< equally plain and clear to every capacity.” For 
this, reaſon. his reader is thus - adviſed 7 „Fix 
your dfaſtly upon the teſtimony of 
4 * falls which are undeniable, and upon << 
< quences flowing from them, which are plan : 
« and obvious to the meaneſt capacities” But 
let your chief regard and attention be to- the 
* * miracles, „ thoſe mighty works whichs: Were 
Zhriſt-and: his apoſtles. For this 
4 * 1s, in it's. nature a more ſure, Plain, and eaſy 
proof, which the meaneſt capacities are capa- 
| of appr g and entering into; and 
« « which 9 was evidently intended to be 
Ja principal means of convincing all mankind, 
cc of the truth of Chriſtianity.” —< They who re- 
=p * pure greater teſtimony of a divine mon and 
than thoſe I have mentioned under this 
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1 the teſtimonies ſummed up: in the wat of this þ nk 
ragraph, which, as the reader hath ſeen, are all external. 
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ec are recorded of him in the 


TWIT. 

My ſecond: authority for vindieating the doc- 
trine of the Chriſtian Apology againſt the charge 

of novelty, is the acute and — Mr. Le 
lies, who did not ſeem to have the leaſt appre- 
henſion that Chriſtians or infidels would ever re- 
quire better or other evidence of the truth of 
Chriſtianity, than it's miracles, when, in his//bort 
method with the deifts, he took it for granted that 


all mankind would j Ju iſſue wt him 7 the 


roof of their reali 
* Firſt then I pete faith he p. £ That 
« the truth of the doctrine of Chriſt will be ſuf- 
« ficiently evinced, if the matters of fact which 
goſpel be true; 
<« for his miracles, if true, do vouch the truth 
« of what he delivered. 8555 
The ſame is to be faid © as to | Miſes If * 


| brought the children of J#e! through the red 
fea in that miraculous manner which is related 


in Exodus, and did ſuch other wonderful things 
as are there told of him, i# muſt neceſſarily fol. 


lo that he was ſent from Gop: theſe a= 


the ſtrongeſt proofs we can deſire, and which 
every deiſt will-confeſs he would acquieſce in if 
he ſaw them with his eyes. Therefore the Preſs 
of this cauſe will dyend 1 5 the prof of 2 
matters of fat. 

So little, as we have Airs asd did this: ex- 
this divine once dream that any infidel, much 
leſs. that any miniſter of God's word would ariſe, 
who, would preſume to aſſert that the miracles 
2 One might refer the reader for this doctrine to almoſt ever. 
ry author who hath written upon the evidences of the goſpel. pA 

FT . Ceres 0 


of novelty. lags; 


COPE. 
of Chat might poſſibly be eue through the 
nee: of the deals; unleſs the reaſon of man 
ſhould! ſet it's ſeal, that the e taught 0 
Chriſt ay be divine revela tions. 
7 Tec queſtion is not — Mr. Bark. 


cpte will pay to the opinions of theſe divines now 


cited, but whether thoſe opinions do not ooin- 
cide with the doctrine of the Chriſtiun 

-1o! as to vindicate ws: # eee char 
But whether this charge might not bei in * 
meafure retorted upon Mr. Heathcote's' exami- 
ing doctrine, from Mr. Leſſie's fo entirely leav- 
ingi it out of the En the candia reader will 


Jud 29133 DSEBGOV OD we: | 
Many 1 have, inden, cor aftons 


atert⸗ 


ed the doctrines of Chriſtianity to bechighly wor- 


thy of God; but theſe expreſſions have been 
mbant of it's oral doctrines, WHoſe excellency 


. 28: :obvious to all, and were not intended to ſub- 


ject every procedure, every ordinance of God for 


the-dalvation of mankind, to the verdict of the 


reaſon, J. e. the fluctuating opinions, of men- 
: | Mr.Heatheote' s ſecond charge againſt the C 22 
Zpology 18 that it aden 105 N e A ſpt- 


* 


here's ignorance. er 
Nothing is x: to hens 220 call names, 
and, as this writer hath done, to vilify an ad- 
verſary through whole pages, in conſequence of 
one's | Dans miſrepreſentations of him. And if 
readers were not apt to be ſurprized and carried 


away, like the candid compilers of the critical 
5 dert, by ſtrong — falſe facts, and tri- 
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umphant epiphonemas and exultations er a 
fanicied victory; if all who read were wont to 
call for reaſons, as they go 


along, of the aſſer- 
tions they meet with, there would be no need 


to ſay one angle word in eee of Unis 


charge. 
AF thers be any fach chin as a ſpirit of 1gno- 


rant, it muſt be ſo lazy, liſtleſs, ſlothful a ſpi- 
Tit, that one would not willingly be thought to 
be any friend to it: it is really neither more nor 


leſs than a ſpirit of falling faſt aſleep. While 
the ſenſes are awake, they cannot help adding 


_Jomethuig to the ſtock of our real knowledge, by 


N in the ideas which are the materials of 
Indeed fancy maketh ſome efforts towards it, 


an whilſt we are aſleep, and ſuggeſteth ſome- 


times a croud of notices which, if they were 


true and real, would bring no inconfiletable f in- 


formation to the underſtanding. But the miſ- 
fortune is, that they are all dream; and vifion, 
and reverie, and that, however fixedly they 


might ſeem to exiſt in our ſlumbers, they will 
not ſtay the touch; but fade and n away 


before our waking ne 7 
"Now the Chriſtian Apology is ſo far "Og in- 


chtehing” or encouraging this dreaming ſpirit, 
* of unreal mockery, this bend- 


ng of the eyes on vacancy,” that one great aim of 
"fe ſermon was to call men off from it, and to 


| -engage- their time and abilities in the examina- 


tion and comparing of real ideas, painted in the 
mind, not by the pencil of fancy, but by that 
a ftr and nature; that ſo the underſtanding 

| 5 | may 
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may be ſtored with ay 2 ad not re- 
main emphatically ignorant while ſhe conceiteth 
herſelf to be filled with ene as the moon at 


the full. 


To this purpoſe, the ſermon hath taught that 


the only real information which the mind at- 
taineth by reaſoning, is and muſt be grounded 
upon the knowledge of facts or realities; and 


that all other diſcoveries of truth are nothing 
better than fantaſtical knowledge, a knowledge 
concerning har ods centaurs, gorgons, chime- 
. 


All the learning Which the fermon- can be 


2 ſuppoſed to decry is that which concerneth the 
ſtudy of divinity ; and the only reaſon why it 
can 0 accuſed of decrying learning there, is be- 


cauſe it would baniſh metaphyſical reaſonings 
from this ſtudy — would eſtabliſh the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt on it's own foundation, and not 


reſt the proof of any article of it on ſuch a pro- 
Nous as will not ſerve | to e a and aſcer- 


* 1 — 


aà The ſchoolmen gave to all Fe which FR not enter from 
without, into the mind, but are created there, the name of entia 


- rationis, beings of reaſon.” But then they generally confined this 


denomination to the tribe of imaginary material /ubſances, to 


harpies, gorgons; centaurs, hirco-cervus's, chimera's &c. little 
aware that moſt of the ideas which themſelves with infinite pains 


. ſubtilty were, for ever, delineating, defining,” dividing, diſ- 
nguiſhing, limiting, comparing, belong to the fantaſtic tribe. 
— all theſe ſpeculations of our metaphyſicians, the modern 


| And al concerning the nature and duty of man, and the na- 
iure and agency of God, which proceed without facts only com- 

unicable, or beyond facts actually communicated,, by HIM 77 

; Ws are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 8 8 


hat are all theſe fine ſpeculations Nu but 1 777 * of: 
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an 1 . truth wchatſoever. The conclaſions 


tract reaſoning, however juſtly deducedꝰ 
will n Hot. 7085 ne grain, as hath — 
the meafure of our real knowledge, unleſs the 


in it be known to have ſome 


tain | 


Now the, re alter — fo inſtance, to 
gs 2 of, God, canndt be known by rt od 
I wer of perception; nor, ſince the World 
hath. it been ſeen that any philoſophe 
d ever fine Out the being of a ſelf.exiſtentꝭ in- 
finitely wite, and powerful, and juſt, and good! 
ſerver of all things, by 
wc bg FIRE up yards from effefts; or down 
rom antecedent neceſſity; however it may 
xn, the trifling taſſe of many writers; ben 
e light of the glorious goſpel hath ſhined 
s, to attempt the, demonſtration of it front 
inciples;, an attempt as wiſe and as 
thankful, as if he to whom a kind friend hath 
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diene a hidden treaſure, ſhould ſet his far 


OO. o work in endeavouring to make it ap- 
he could have found the — 


5 Hi gp Jearch,, i i hd da ber pf a 
bs. a 27 311 Ie SEE I-77 150} 33 345 Fi'3 289 Il QI 5 
But the true account; of this matter is chis ? 
22 man hath een God-at any time; and therefore 
hat his exiſtence, nature, and attributes, his pte. 


men, —4 the glorious works of the creation re 
ferred to him as their author, God: hath veveal- 


| YI theſe facts or realities to * TO; 
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at. ſundry: en ant ——— 


| ther prophets” under thepatria 
7 S EEE days hy bis 


1 lien Apohgy world, 


＋ he author of the C 7oul 

fob theſe reaſons, refer the ſtudent in theo cology | 
for a proof of the exiſtence, nature and attri- 
butes of God, not to the argument 2 hos 
71011 0 


Dr. Clarke, nor to the arguments 4 
Tocte and Wallaſton,” but to thoſe paſt: 
word upon which the firſt of the thirty nine 

ticles of the church of England was fotinc ed. 

And it muſt be obſerved that in this article he 

will find certain aſſertions, built upon he Lc . 

fthority, relating to the triune ſubſiſtence 
'  __ Godhead, which are entirely excluded out Fi "the 
-. demonſtrations of the-phileſophers' abo Named, 
vho therefore cannot be big eben Fappd ne 
thoſe demonſtrations conclufive;,” to help ds "ton 
knowledge: of true nature and attributes of 

God. r i 21% ein eee 
__ OY the tree fPundanicw of Chriſtian 
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Jo Od 30 25 1125 oak uten Ihr Hint. 
lie, Fluttering her penons vainz! plumb don ſlie 
bios Ten thoufand' fathom deep 5d 5 
and hath exhorted her to exert herſelf in 
ſeatch of true learning, by 469 471g upon mutser, 
and limiting herſelf thereby, eſpebially in ſearch- 
ing after cat truth, which is, of all 6thers}"the 
moſt concerning; that truth, which is the 4% . 


ternal of thoſe _ o 3 as to embrace ; 
| and trülſt im foo oi t oaks: 
ehe ſermon * hun not 


— dea 


And building the proofs of the divine 


origin BE. the goſpel on the ſure foundation of 


een, tou either by hitoryg'or 
V revelation! uit 10 eee 29713 Das 


Hof Endba wur Brest — 


uſe of the intellectual powers, hin CoM 


fot employing then in'trifling; fruitleſs ſiibtilties, 


"Inſtead of ſtable; effective reaſoning: : and He 
"ther the ſtrength 


of Hercules was not more like- 
Ay to be totally enervated by inveigling hitwito 
hin at the diſtaff, than by taſking him to thoſe 
manly exerciſes ny which his limbs Were! natu- 
rally formed. FCC ĩ porn s vidbs 
an. Mr: Houtboote will probably be ſurpiibed t 
nothing hath been hitherto ſaid-conterning Mr. 
e dew ab er principles he 
US? 
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A e ſollicited for t. 


hath cunningly FO Arines of the Chriſ- 
| — to their base An e will 
probably be ſtill more ſurprixed hen he is told 
that the author of that ſermon, having no lag 
quaintance with Mr. Hutchinſor's writi ngen fes. 
E confeſſeth that he is utteriy unqualifted 40 
Rand forth in defence of them, curn againſt ſueh 
Jeaſoner as Mr. Heathcote; eee eee | 
anycthing argumentative in appoſiti | 
The life and converſation of ſome of his 0 
felled: admiters; Which I have been for ſome 
time a witnaſe of, cannot, indeed give: me un- 


| ples; eee aue, which-inſpics that true 


(8,ithoſe ſontitmei ts of. Pięty, 


8, that uni- 


— — — — God 


and the falvation of mankind, that unwenried 


e of out —— aig HH h. as 
the diyinely appointed means of obtaining live- 
Ay faith in God's: merey:: 5 

all it 8 bleſſed fruits : 


Vlting life = Suck principles — — 
ceious to religion; and if, in ſome inſtances, they 
hall be found erroneous, (Which neither I nor 
any man hath a right to pronounce till we hade 
duly examined them) their errors muſt be harm- 


less. Would to God the ſame character could 


be given o e ſyſtems. which hath 
e inventers and main- | 
tainers of it, the applauſe of the learned! That 


all the fine arguments, demonſtrations, remarks, 
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_ #wuldviſpeak 


with which this — — | 
bers been ſprofeſſedly directed to the prome- 
ting of true religion in the hearts of men had 


nor fSught wo gratify an unprofitable outiolityy'a 
raging taſte for novelty, inſtead of rouſing tlie 


careleſs conſeiences of an age which lieth funk 
W A ww e 
preſent world; inſte 1 
ders 


webt — Hats elt au wore to oy 

pentance) he whoſe heart is not kindled by the 
flame of true charity, the never- failing, heaver- 
directed love of all . a tender affectio- 


nate, earneſt deſire of the ſalvation of cry ſcul 


kor which Ohriſt died — this:man;though he 
with the tongues of men land wf 
though he ſhould really under l 


angle 


vity, is bur-as-ſounding braſs, ora "rinkling 


. eymbal, pleaſing, perhaps, to the ear, and a- 


muſing — but tending rather to Tooth 
a n eee him 


to righ eee, 2oigs: 8 29111105 


—— fri — 
Heathcote, whoſe outrageous inſdlence, 


oitations, and miſdirected, inconcluſive argu 
ments ſhould not have engaged, as ve. dowe nor 


deſerve, ſo much of my time, if this 
able kind of reaſoning were not apt to warp the 
* 8 of leſs attentive readers. The * 
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ö —— n besagen 
worth the pains . neva dae 
v vourito revive and eſtabliſim the a poſtelical plan 
el Christian . which, bath che d 
chance 11cating ether | CNET 
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which! butt of late: years threaened-t0 quench 
gion in-it's ſtead. * ho a bh 0 34559 
lb is ſaid that ſome ingen ha Have 


will only prove that one may attain the charae- 
ter of ingenicus, without the faculty of diſtin- 
ghiſhing ſtrong aflertions and glating paralor 
giſms from ji onings. ingo 2 bis frist 
Ot But inde þ this is not an ag i 
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Kubjects. F ew re 8 a 2 
__ [amine/while:they: read, xi ho determine to 
heat both ſides before they prohounce upon 
- exted point. — — aſſume the 
title of RI TTC AL REVIEWERS Will, franke- 
Ay confeſs, aſter all their profeſſions to the con- 
trary, that they give their aceount of an authors 
doctrines and principles, from the repreſentati 
of his: adverſary, and taking it for granted ithat 
this; repreſentation is juſt, will, without cheſita- 
tion, break out into bitter revilings of the Mi- 
ter, for a work which,” nnen 


. have never read. n e eee 
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underſtood,” even by the: wiſe and penetrati 
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think-of that lively, eng geris Hbf te 
wht the ſcriptures admoniſh us to trist entire 
| y for Wirte but which. he who erhorteth | 


8 d with 3 Cent (HOP 2261S - 
Let 9929 but: * wat. tdea: oof the nature and 5 


ge! ha affec ing: — 
by new e but ya —4 ſincere word 


of God, and he will perceive, (if he earneſtiy 


ſeek to know the teat): that the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt was intended for an infinitely! more- im- 
portant purpoſe than: to improve our mot 
ge: ; and that Chriſtianity 


is not truly 


till it's good ſeed 1 taken root in their hear AY 


till it hath begun to wean their affections fro 


this world, and to make them know Chriſt and 


the power of his reſurrection, and ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at 


the right hand of God. He will then percei 
that by whatever proofs the word of God is re- 
commended to our intellectual faith, yet if ano- 


ther faith do not ſpring up within us, that word 


will, after all, prove unfruitful. While the va- 
nities and follies of the world, while the raging 
thirſt of pleaſure, or wealth, or en wp 


a The juſt ſhall live 5 his faith, Hab. 2. 4. Rom, - t7. Hieb. 


10. 38. By grace ye are ſaved through faith. 
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